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the uſual hour, but with ſo gloomy an aſs | 


on him;. and throughout the little circle 


there reigned an anxious filence, which no 
one ventured to interrupt. At length their 


how much he was affekted, en Wen 
in theſe words: ne 


Ta E next ap their ber int at 


peA, that all eyes were immediately fixed 


father, in a tone of voice which expreſſed 


* 


Oh, my children! y cannot 1 now; 15 


draw the curtain and conceal | from you: for 


" 
FS.) — a. cs off. 1 2 
— 
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2 COLUMBUS, 


ever the atrocities that have been com- 


mitted inthe New World? But why ſhould 


I conceal them? Soonorlate you muſt know 
them; for the voice of innocence and huma- 


nity cries aloud, and will announce to the 


remoteſt poſterity the injuſtice and barba- 


_ rity of which the Chriſtians have been guilty 
towards their inoffenſive brethren, the poor 
Indians. I will without diſguiſe, then, ac- 
quaint you with theſe horrid facts, that 
. you may learn to abhor the cruelty men 
are capable of when they reſign themſelves 


ds their paſſions, or, renouncing the uſe of 


9 N 


' The two armies were ads in. ſight of 


5 other, and the dreadful moment ap- 
proached which was to decide upon the 
life of the Spaniards and the liberty of the 
Indians. On one fide a hundred thouſand 
Indians appeared armed with clubs, wood. 


en ſcimitars, pikes; and arrows, the points 


18 0 80 which. vere moe of fiſh. bones. or 


Hints, 


reaſon, debale themſelves to. the level of 


GOLU MBUS. 3 


flints. On the other, two OR TP foot 
and twenty! European horſe were ſups 

ported by a ſmall body of Indians under 
the command of Guakanahari; but what 
| this handful of Europeans wanted in nums 
bers was added in militaty diſcipline: 


weapons, horſe, ſnags . enn it 5 


? 


even in-dobe tt inc ly erect) oft 0 

- Charlotte, Do!!! 
Tze Father. Yes, wy child. They had 
brought a number of maſtiffs to let looſe 
upon the poor naked Indians, in the ſame 
manner as is uſual. againſt) wild-boars and 


beaſts of prey. <\ n f * 7 2 4. 
Charlotte. Oh, ſhameful! This 2 
attacking them like mnn. 


Te Father, The danger, e ee 
ſee, was nearly equa} on the” fide of the 
Europeans and that of the, Indians, and 
conſequently the iſſue of the batile difficuk . 
| toforeſee;” Columbus made choice of night e 
for the horrid ſcene he was preparing: 
boping that darkneſs would increaſe the 
terror wich which the Indians would ne- 

TD be . 
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ceſſarily be ſeized on an une xpelied at- 


tack. Night therefore being come, and 
his little army divided between his brother 


| Bartholomew, the Cacique Guakanahari, : 
and bimſelf, he fell upon the Indians at the 


moment they leaſt expected an attack. The 


| , ſhouts and fury of the affailants, the noiſe 


of the fire-arms, the neighing of the horſes, 


the barking of the dogs, ſtruck the Indians 


with ſuch conſternation. and terror, that 
after a ſlight reſiſtance they fled in diſorder 


and diſmay; ſomefell by the muſketry, ſome 


by the ſword ;. others were trodden down 


by the horſes, or torn by the dogs; and 
-__ = others: made priſoners,” 


The reſidue fled 
to the foreſts. Thus was the die caſt, and 
theſe inoffenſive people conſtrained to bend 


beneath the yoke of European ſlavery! 
Columbus profiting; by his victory over- 
ran the whole country; the inhabitants of 
Vhich in every diſtri ſubmitted to him 
without the leaſt reſiſtance, and thus in the 


| iS ccurſe of a feu months was this papatous 


ite ears 2 5 to eg 
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COLUMBUS. 8 WW 
ene Well, father, Guakanabar is not 


the man for me! 


* 


- The Father. How or 6 * | 
Join. Becauſe he ond non the Spa- 
niards againſt his own country. 

+ The Father. But do you not adwiee . 
en of his friendſhipꝰ N 
John. Certainly I do, W in. As: 


reſpect I am much pleaſed with him; but 
he ought alſo to have been faithful to: his 


countrymen, nay, more ſo chan to ihe Spa- 
niards: he ſhould therefore either not 


have interfered in the quarrel, or have - 


ranged hiraſelf on the ſide of the Indians. 


| 3 


NN Father. (To the others.) Do you 
105 are Ho end en 


1 to you ft: t £ "$36 Fs {195 : "over 


: - - The Children, That he Fg 1 05 3k 

Ihe Father, In fact, 1 am of the ſame 
opinion; but it is very hazardous 10 _ 
a deciſive judgment of an affair when. the 
greater part of the cireumſtances are per- 


haps unknown. Can we tell whether the 5 
| Indians wee not in ſome encounter or 


F 45; / 12 . 8 3 * other 


6 COLUMBUS, 

other have commenced- hoſtilities againſt 
the Spaniards? Do we know:if their de- 
predations on the other hand in ſome diſ- 
tris had come to the knowledge of Gua. 
kanahari? Might he not conſider it ad- 
vantageous for the whole nation that a man 
ſo wiſe, powerful, and humane, as he con- 
ceived Columbus, ſhould become their 
common chief? I do not however ſay 
ibis to juſtify his conduct, for what man 
can ever be juſtified in taking arms againft 
his country ? I mean fimply to ſhew that 
Guakanahari might have been actuated by 
a noble motive; and in that caſe he rather 
metits our pity than reſentment. Bur let 
us now return to Columbus Hitherto-we | 
have ſeen him act only in ſuch a manner 
as to inſpire our admiration, and conciliate 


| our friendſhip ; but ſtill he vas man. 


Prepare therefote to beheld him in his 
turn degenerate; and may you ſtom thence | 
learn, that it is neeeſſary for man, how 
ſtrong ſoever may be his propenßities to 
en to r a. tri guard on his heart 
_ L * and 


COLUMBUS. > 


and actions, teſt he: Jumble at the moment 
he reach the goal, and loſe the crown 


v»hieh animated him to enter the courſe. to 
Margarita and Father Boyle, Columbuss 
ſworn enemies, were by this time arrived 


in Spain. He vas ſenſible: they would 
ſpare no pains to perſuade the King, 

who was naturally inclined to ſuſpicion,” 

that the diſcoveries made were of little 


overwhelm him, if not timely diſperſed. 
The only probable means of effetting this 
was, to ſend the King a conſiderable quan- 
tity of gold, as a-fpecimen of the riches he 
had given him reaſon to expect as the fruit of 
his diſcoveries; and to do this he fouk it 
neceſſary to lay an enormous tax on the 
unfortunate Indians. - Golly wa 
Frederic. What is meant As a tax? 


| The Father. That which marvin 5 


of a country are obliged do pay their 
Prince, or thoſe wh govern them, for the 
| 2-409 oa they enjoy: it is alſo called a 

| FR: B 4 . tribute. 


importance; in conſequence, he ſaw'a | 


—— 


— — 


. COLUMBUS. 


: -rribute. - Columbus found. it PE ee to 
command fuch of the ſubdued Indians as 
inhabited the diſtricts where gold was 
bound, to bring him every three months a 
certain quantity of that metal, and the 
others to remit him each twenty-five pounds 
of cotton; a demand much greater than 
5 theſe poor people were capable of furniſhing. 
Accuſtomed from infancy to an indolent 
inadtive life, it was inſupportable to them 
to be forced as ſlaves to toil the whole day 
in purſuit of gold and cotton; preduttions 
which, by thele very means, muſt neceſ- 
| farily diminiſh from week to weck. But it 
was in vain for them to complain, the order 
was given, and the obdurate Europeans 
pred the execution of it with the utmoſt 
rigour. Here we loſe ſight of the huma- 
nity which has hitherto. Kae Co- 
N | | 
«17: Johns But tha obliged kie.. 5 
Tue Father. Neceſſityl. And what neceſ- 
g, I pray you, ſhould force the Juſt; and 
Taba man to deviate from the princl- 
8 Mt "mY 


G A. * * 4 8. 8 * $ 
1 . 0 1 
. ; \ 


— 


COLUMBUS: 8 


| plesof reQitude and hu n Is it virtue 


to perform our duty as long only as we find 


it accord wich our temporal intereſt?» True! 
virtue, as I have often told you demands 
ſacrifiees. She requires a, willing obedi- 


ence to her precepts, even when: we are! 
certain that our compliance will be preju· 
dicial to us, that it willsdraw- down "the! 


loſs of repoſe; fortune, honour, nay even 
ol life itſelf. Whatever may be my incli- 
nation therefore to juſtify Columbus, it is 


abſolutely: impoſſible; The voice of trutl, 
which is againſt him, exclaiming more pow=- 
erf ully in my heart { than the pleadings of | 


friendſhip which would excuſe his firſt er 
ror; and I cannot forbear conſeſſing to- 
youß that his conduct in this inſtance was 
Intereſted, and wholly ſt I; 
ciples of Chriflian charity: 
- The Mother. But let us not We n 
dear, that fatigues and a ſevere malady 


Calumbus. His intellectual faculties might 
not yet have regained their eee. 


3198 B 5, f | — Tie 
3 . | e Wl a — 


bad enfsabled the body and mind of por 


—— 


10 . COLUMBUL.: 


- The Father; Your obſervation, wy dear, | 
is jun. How eaſy is it, in palkng judg - 
ment oh our fellow ereatures, to forget. 
thoſe circumſtances that may palliate their 
errors I take ame ta myfclf. for nat 
having made, the obſeryation before. It 
will teach me in future to be more eireum- 
ſpett ; and do you, my children, alfo take 
warning by my errer. The yoke under 
uliich the poor Indians groaned was in. 
ſuppoxtablen from habit naturally indo- 
len, they were nat in a condition to fur 


4 niſh the quantity of gold and catton to the 


amqunt of which they had been taxed; the 
rigour with wbich tbis was neverthelefs 
exaQed; made them ai length baue recourfe: 
_ ta en expedient which deſpair alone could 
hae ſuggeſted From the idea they had 
formed of the yaracity' of the Europeans, it 
appeared to them prafticable, by ctaſtag to 
_ fend their fields with maire and mamioc, in a 
5 thort time 0 force them by fame weva« 
1 cuate: the iſland. They united, .therefore) f 
= unanimouſty in deſtroying the feeds which 
V 1 verre 


were” already put into the ground, and 
withdrew into their inaeceſſible mountains, 
where for their own” fubfiſtetice they had 
recourſe only to wil fruits and roots. But, 
oh, my children! lament with me the mis- 
fortune of thefe victims of oppreffion, who 
ſoon fell the ſacrifices to their own plan. 
It was not long before they themſelves ex- 
perienced all the rigour of that famie 
which they had prepared for their opprefs' | 
fors. A confiderable' part died of hun- 
ger, another vas carried off by epidemic _ 
_ maladies, the inſeparable” conſequence ot 
Famine ; and the remainder were fo ex- 


bauſted, that they found themſelves les 


chan ever in a condition to ſupport the bur. 
den under which they mourned. [With re- 


| fered alfo from the execution of this de- 

ſperate project: but by their own eker. 

tions, and a freſh fupply of proviſions. | 

which arrived from Europe, they were 

very ſootr guarantied from an  abfolute 
Parc. Thus did the unfortunate” Tn q 

Ne B6 5 dians 8 


ſpekt to the Spaniards, they doubtleſs fufs 


— 


| i loſe for ever ht as of delivering 
themſelves from their obdurate tyrants. 


3 4 


In the mean time the ſtorm, which had 
been gathering afar, burſt over the head of 
Columbus. Margarita and Father Boyle, 


upon their arrival in Spain, had drawn ſo 


mean a picture of the countries he had diſ- 


1 covered, and bad repreſented his conduct 


in ſuch odious colours, that they did not 


fail to inſpire the King with ſtrong ſuſpi- 


cions reſpeQing bim. In conſequence of 
this, it was reſolved to ſend to the Weſt. 
Indies a commiſſioner inveſted with full 


powers to examine into the ſtate of affairs, 


and alſo into the conduct of Columbus. 
The perſon choſen to fill chis office was 
far from poſſeſſing the rettitude and abi- 
lities neceſſary to the execution of an affair 
of ſuch importance, having been pro- 
poſed by the enemies of Columbus merely 
as one vho would enter into their VIEWS, 
and further their perfidious deſigns. His 
name was. Aguado, and. he. was Heptleman 
Viber po he Queony pe hen 


8 7 
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Puſfed | 


—_ 7 
| Puffed up with his oon importange, this 
vain man no ſooner arrived. at Hi iola 
than he made the Admiral feel the autho- 
rity with which be was. inveſted :- he. 
treated him-with the moſt inſulting baugh-. 
tineſs, ſummoning to his tribunal all who 
had complaints againſt him, both Spaniards 
and Indians. Every accuſation brought 
by the malecontents was ſeized with avi- 
dity, to compoſe a picture proper to repre- 
ſent as a monſter, the man he had doomed 
to deſſruction. The temper of Columbus, 
as we have frequently ſeen, was not irri- 
table: he had been accuſtomed to bear;, 
but the mortification which he experienced 
from the arrogance of Aguada tried his 
patience: to the utmoſt. He reſolved, 
therefore, to depart. for. Spain, that be 
might in perſon plead his cauſe: at the tri= 
bunal of the King and Queen, and ſubmit 
it to the deciſion of their Majeſties. Wich 
this view. he appointed his brother Barthos, - 
lomew, Adelantado (or Vice Governor). to 
e in the iland during bis abſences. 
470 but 
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14 rr 
but weſortunately he conflituted Chief 
Juftice} den ga man, as you will find, to- 
tally unworthy that authority from his * 

abuſe of it. To accelerate his voyage, he 
failed with a direct wind for Spain, little 
conceiving how much this courſe would 
retard him. Poor Columbus was obliged 
to learn by experience what no mariner is 
now ignorant of, viz. that this navigation 
is ſubje@ to a thoufand difficulties, on ac- 
count of the trade winds, which in this 
part of the ſea blow almoſt conſtantly 
from the eaſt. It is now well known, that 
veſſels on their return from the Weſt In- 
dies muſt firſt ſteer to the north to avoid 
theſe contrary winds. He foon felt the 


inconveniences of the courſe he bad 

_ choſen; but not being accuſtomed to yield 
to difficulties, he did not purſue it with leſs 

15 conſtaney. This navigation however was 
| ſo extremely tedious, that at the end ot 

three months he was ſtill in the open fea, 

nor could Hatter bimfelf with” 1 15 


4 4 * : 7 — , 1 
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| „ 
the vexatien he” experienced om this ac. 
count was inereaſed by the melaneholy ob. 
ſervation, that theif provifions were nearly 
conſumed, It became abfolutely':necefs 
ſary therefore to put his men upon fo ſhort 
an allowanee of bread, às feareehy to be 
ſufficient-to afford them nouriſhment. Co- 
lumbus himſelf, according to his ufual cuſ- 
rom, invariably obſerved the fame regi- 
men, that no one might have @ right to 
complain. Even this economy did not 
prevent their finall ſtore of proviſions from 
diminiſhing, infomuch that the diſtrefs and 
defpair of the erew'increafed daily. Hun- 
ger ſoon rendered the” failors outrageous, 
and fuggeſted to them the horrid" deſign of 
killing the Indians who were on board, 
and eating them; or, if this was not per- 
mitted, to throw them into the ſea, at leafly / 
chat they might not are wich chem the 
miſerable remnant of their proyilions. But W 
even in this extremity Columbus did not 
ſwerve from that humanity which formed | 
one of the moſt noble traits of his cha- 
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COLUMBUS. 


| racer: he refuſed with banane be conſent 
to their deſign, repreſenting. to them chat 
the unfortunate Indians were. men. as well. 


As themſelves; and that, participating in the, 


common diſtreſs, they had a. right to- their. 
| ſhare of the little food, that remained. By 
theſe and fimilar remonſtrances, he for 
ſome time calmed their impatience; and: 


_ - before they had time to. reſume ſuch inhu- 


man ſentiments, Providence interpoſed od; 
diſcoyered to chem the coaſt of Spainz.., .., 
Mathias. en, * wal I ax (ere 


ribly afraid. 1 8535-1; lied. © 
| Theophilus. And. 0 was * 1xcembled 
en eee ien 133 


Ie Father... Rejoice. then, that Goh m- 
3 has a ſecond. time eſcaped 1 
and enen err e 

| The Children.. There, now, . in rs 
eee ne eden MY 
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dren, vithout further delay, what re- 


With equal fortitude and modeſty he ap- 
peared before the throne to defend himſelf 


time over whelming them with ſhame for their 
credulity. When, however, he produced the 


ſpecimens of the valuable produQtions. of 
| we newly diſcovered countries, every ſuſpi- 


cion was entirely diſſipated, and they haſe 

| tened to make him amends, by the moſt 
e e e ty. the affront be 

| | had 
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COLUMBUS, 17 


1 Father. Las: us now ks; my chil- 


ception Columbus this time had in Spain. 


againſt the calumnies of his accuſers. But 
ſcarcely had he need of juſtification, his 
Preſence alone reinſpiring his auguſt judges ; 
with the ſame" eſteem they had formerly 
entertained for his merits, and at the ſame 
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© micchinics, and artifts of all kinds, that the 


us corvnBus. 
had experienced. Thus, my children, will 
innocence and true merit, ſoon or late, 
triumph over the attempts of vile tra- 
ducers. Provided all be right here (laying. 
bis hand on his heart), the calumnies of the 
| wicked are not to be feared. Miſts may 
ſometimes diſrobe the ſun of its glory; buůt 
ſoon or late they wilt diſappear, and the 
day reſume its original ſplendour. From 
this time all that Columbus propoſed yeas 
agreed to; but his firſt care vas the colony 
he had formed in Hiſpaniola. In order 
10 give it à permanent ſtability, he pro- 
ceured permiſfion of the K ing to ſend over 
as many men and as great a ſupply of pro- 
viſions as he thought neceſſary, more eſpe. 
elally. a ſufficient number of huſbandmen,. 


colony might derive from itſelf the necef. 
_ faries indiſpenſable to the ſupport and com- 

fort of life. Thus far his demands were 
. reaſonable; but the propoſition that ſue- 
eeeded was not equally worthy of his uſual | 


. earſcernment. That * might not be 


ME fo depopu- 


COLUMBUS, „ 


depopulated by fupplying the new colonies, 
he propoſed clearing the priſons, and trank- _ 
porting - the malefactors condemned to 

death, or to the galleys, to Hiſpaniolaz 
there to be employed in exploring the 
mines. This alſo was approved, and or- 
ders iſſued to all the Spanifh tribunals te 


deliver up the criminals actually detained, 5 


and theneeforth to condemn. ta tranſporta- 
tion all whoſe'crimes ſhould merit a capital 
puniſhment. - Dut can you tell, my chil- 
dren, why 1 have repreſented this meaſure 
=; OP" the ene 92 e 


i, ein 5 
| decent. 0 know! 
A knowt Fr. 61 v4 6455 


AM The Father, Henry, tell me your "uf: oy 
non. "ro ee ee c FE, 
Henry. Why, 1-uhink, falls, char ſends . 
ng fo many bad ſubjefts 0 ine Welt In- 


dies muſt inereaſe the diſorders of the nen 


colony: beſides, ſuch wicked men migtit | 
by degrees infe& the good, and then Ups 15 
1 would have 8 a W of _ 


. 5 


"> +: - COLUMBUS, 48 
Join. To be ſure he would; and the 
_ favages, ſeeing ſuch depraved charaRters 
among the Chriſtians, would be liule in- 
ewe to embrace their religion. 
Ne Father. 1 am delighted that you 
| hs ſo exactly entered into my ſentiments. 
Sad experience has proved that theſe ſears 
were not chimerical; but you. will be ſen· 
| fable of chis hereaſter. At preſent let us 
veiurn to Columbus. Notwithſtanding the 
- orders which the King bad given for the 
ſpeedy execution of all that he propoſed, the 
equipment of the fleet went on very ſlowly. 
This was occaſioned by the enemies of Co- 
 lmbus,' who had for the moſt part the 
; charge of executmg the King's orders, 
Thbeſe baſe men, feeing they had no long 
any means left of doing him a perſonal in- 
jury, reſolved,” as much as was in their 
por at leaſt, to retard him in his glorious 
_ - eareer ; all therefore that depended on 
mem was performed with the greateſt neg- 
. — _ ligencez' they took care that he ſhould 
\ want firſt one thing, then another, till by 
f 
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chLunuus.: - 2 
their repeated delays a whole year elapſed 
before the equipment of the two veſſels, 
that were to carry proviſions and ſupplies 
to the new colony, was completed; and 
vhen at length theſe tranſports had ſailed, 

Columbus had the vexation of waiting, 
another year before he could put to ſeas - 
with the little ſquadron deſtined to thr: 
purſuit of freſh diſcoveries. | _ | - | 
 _ Charlotte, Pray, Papa, what kind of ane 

ſels are thoſe called Tranſports? +, 
The Father. They are adapted ſole] yto 
conveyance; of proviſions, men, and off 

things, from one place to another; con- 40 
ſequently are unfit for any warlike expe= _ 
dition. But do you know, ous. what 
eee 1 

Charlotte. Yes, Papa; you We, it 
to us when we were reading the Gazette, 


Is it not an Nee of "a vel. 
ſels? . | | 


E Father. You are right; an if the 7 


veſſels are 5 numerous. it is \ hen ne 7 
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have already obſerved; but when we ſay 


2 8 L 


Jun. And if the foot be: veep al, 
it is called a flutilla - 5 ble 


Ferdinand. A donn. nd. ſquadron are 


X the ſame thing. . 


Tie Father. Nearly; the, eee, 
that the word ſquadron is ſometimes uſed: 
for a conſiderable fleet; whereas by flo. 
tilla we always underſtand a very {mall 
number of veſſels; The ſquadron equipped: 


for Columbus conſiſted only of fix ſail. | 


Frederic. How dnp ts has a reli, 


Maw mlb an 


Tze Father. 3 1 think eee 


that a ſquadron has fix ſail, we do not 
_ ſpeak of the ſail as of a ſheet, but of as - 
many entire veſſels, each carrying ſeveral 
fails. In this voyage Columbus purpoſed 


to take a new courſe, in which he hoped 


to diſcover the continent which he ſup- 
poſed to be India. With this view, hav- 
ing touched at the Canaries, he continued 
ſieering in the ſame direction to the Cape £ 


22 * This term is peealiar to the Spaniſh navy, . 


S 
* * 8 * 
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Verd Iſles, diſcovered by che Portugueſe,:- 
You have not 46 ER the ene LNG 
theſe iſlands ? | | 
"Theophilus. eee fuer! Nos ; 
kits they are, (pointing them out on the! 
map) juſt under the any: Illes erben, | 
ze Father, Very welds] bur l e 
neee that on leaving the Canaries, 
Columbus ſent one half of his veſſels bear- 
ing the neceffary ſupplies to the colony 
at Hiſpaniola, giving ftri& orders to tbe 
commanders to accelerate their courſe as 
much as poſſible. For himſelf,” having 
paſſed the firſt of the Cape Verd Iftands,, - 
called the ile of Sal or Salt, he caſt an- 


chor near a ſmall ſterile iſle; into whick 
the Portugueſe then ſent their: eee n 


a the re-eſtabliſhment of er health.” 
- Chriſtian. How ſo? > 044 its 


The Father. On account of the tor- 


| toifes, which come in great numbers from 
the coaſt of Africa to depoſit their eggs * | 
the ſands ; for the blood and fleſh of theſe: 


animals, 
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animals, the one employed to waſh wid 
and the other as aliment, are found to be a 
_ ſpecific remedy againſt the leproſy. Thoſe, | 
_ Portugueſe therefore who were afflited with 
| that loathſome malady were ſent thither to 
be healed, theſe tortoiſes being eaſily taken 
on account of their unwieldy form, which 
renders it neceſſary only to turn them on 
their backs to prevent their eſcape. Ex- 
cepting theſe animals, nothing is ſound in 
the iſland but a prodigious quantity of 
goats, which have all been produced from 
eight. European goats which a Portu- 
gueſe formerly conveyed thither. There 
vas neither tree, nor freſh water: the poor 
inhabitants, therefore, I ſhould ſay the le- 
pers who awaited their cure, were reduced 


| to the neceſſity of drinking the ſtanding rain | 
Voter, which they collected in the ſands; 
0 on which account only ſeven perſons were a 
1 ound in good h,, | t 
= From thence Columbus continued fail- A 
ing 10 the ſouth, being reſolved not to 
18  turnto the veſt 4 he ov arriye at the f 
= ' en. . Eel equator 


* 
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Wh 


Equator: or tae; that imaginary circle | 
- which divides the globe-of earth into equal 5 
parts but having advanced to the third 5 
degree of north latitude——You 9 * 
think, all know what this means? a 
_ » Nicholas; Yes, Papa; Columbus was not 
more than three degrees, or three times 

ſixty- nine Engliſh WAGs an a Wer from 
the line. 
> FRE Father. Juſthe oli; Heng g 
failed to this point, he was retarded by a 
dead calm, inſomuch that the veſſels re- 

mained ſtationary. - In the mean while, 
the rays of the ſun falling perpendicularly | 
cauſed a heat ſo intenſe as to be quite- in- 
ſupportable. The caſks plit; the pro- 
vifions and water putrefied ; and the crew, 
in the-deepeſt deſpair, expected every in- 
ſtant to ſee che veſſel catch fire. Here 


again, my children, '% was a btuation to 1 2 


the fortitude of Columbus. His own un- 
eaſinefs, and the deſpair af his puſilani- 
mous companions, were added to a painful 


fit of the gout, under which he laboured * 
Vol. II. 3s AS Bored 7 that | 


[andy the one TL to waſh. with, 
and the other as aliment, are found to be a 
ſpecific remedy againſt the leproſy. Thoſe 
Portugueſe therefore who were afflidted with 
chat loathſome malady were ſent thither to 
| be healed, theſe tortoiſes being eaſily taken 
on account of their unwieldy form, which 
renders it neceſſary only to turn them on 
their backs to prevent their efcape. Ex- 
cepting theſe animals, nothing is ſound in 
tze iſland but a prodigious quantity of 
goats, which have all been produced from 
eight European goats which a Portu- 
gueſe formerly conveyed thither. There 
Vas neither tree, nor freſh water; the poor | 
inhabitants, therefore, I ſhould ſay the le- 
pers who awaited their cure, were reduced 
to the neceſſity of drinking the ſtanding rain 
water, which they collected in the ſands; 
on which account only ſeven perſons were 
bound in good health. W N 
From thence Columbus continued En. 
ing io che ſouth, being reſolved not to 
= _turnto n Wihe ſhould arriye at the 
equator 


— 
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Equator: or line, chat imaginary circle 


parts; but having advanced to the third _ 
degree of north latitude——You 123 1 
think, all know what this means? 
_ » "Nicholas. Ves, Papa; Columbus was not 
more than three degrees, or three times 
ſixty- nine n miles wary a e bro 
the nine. ee 
Nie Father. Jah deen | Having 25 
failed to this point, he was retarded by * 
dead calm, inſomuch that the veſſels re- 
mained ſtationary. In the mean while, 
. the rays of the ſun falling perpendicularly | 
cauſed a heat ſo intenſe as to be quite in- 
ſupportable. The caſks ſplit; the pro- 
viflons and water putrefied ; and the crew; 
in the-deepeſt deſpair, expected every in- 
ſtant to ſee che veſſel catch fire. Here 
again, my children, was a ſituation to try. 


eaſineſs, and the deſpair” of his Pukillani- 
mous companions, were added to a painful 
fit of the gout, under which he laboured at 
An % oo 


which divides the globe of earth into equal 


the fortitude of Columbus. His own un- 3h 


a drop of freſh water to revive him. What 
an accumulation of ills! How much does 


- 
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that time, brought on by too great appli- 
cation and exceſſive fatigue. - Imagine 
therefore that you behold him a prey to 
the moſt excruciating pains, agitated by 
the idea of the dangerous ſtate of his veſ- 


ſel, burnt by a ſcorching ſun, and without 


he deſerve our compaſſion! (The Chuldren 


fight) 


Heaven at length had pity on the exceſs 
of his miſery ; for rain ſhortly after fell in 


- ſuch quantities, that ſcarcely any one could 


remain on deck. The heat it is true con- 


 xinued with little abatement ; but the rain 
Furniſhed them with a cooling beverage. 


The calm which bad cauſed them ſo much 
uneaſineſs at the ſame time ceaſing, hope 
once more revived in the. breaſts of bis 


almoſt expiring companions, who earneſtly 
entreated him not to perſiſt any longer in 
his deſign of running to the ſouth. Co- 
lumbus, yielding to their inſtances, tacked 
"5s cs to the welt, and had for ſeveral days 


ſteered 
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| ſteered in this direction, when on a ſudden 
from the top-maſt was heard the joyful ery 
of Land ! Land! This ſound was like ce- 
| leſtial muſic to the ears of the famiſhed and 

fatigued navigators, who, ſtruggling againſt 

a thouſand evils, had ſo long been toffed 
between ſky and water. The iſle now dif- 
covered bore the figure of three moun- 


tains; from whence Columbus gave it the 


name of Trinidad, which it has preſerved 


to this day. Here it is, ( hewing it on 3 


map) not far from the mouth of the 1 river 
Oronoque. 


Frederic. Ah! the e 0 thole TH 
droll monkeys are found? 8 | 

The Father. Of what monkeys . 40 bar | 
Tpeak? "Ih = ih 
Frederic. Thoſe, father, 4 are caught | 
in ſuch a whimſical manner. | 


Te Father, Well, tell us s how ic e. 
formed. 


| bottle of maize is placed under a tree in 
the woods they frequent; and when the 
11 5 | . huniſman | 


: — 


Frederic. I NE read, father, that ® 
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buntſman is retired, one of the monkeys 
comes down and puts in his paw, which 
| when filled with maize cannot be with- 
drawn at the mouth of the bottle. You 
perhaps imagine, that when the huntſmen 
appear the monkey will let go the maize, 
and make his eſcape; but ſuch is his folly 
and fondneſs for the dainty, that he will 
ſooner ſuffer himſelf to be knocked down 
than relinquiſh his prize. 
The Mother. Are not theſe monkeys 
gluttons 4 . 
Frederic. They are indeed, mother. 
The Mother. But are there not monkeys 
of che ſame ſtamp in this country? 
Frederic. Oh, no, mother; not here. 
The Mother. The monkeys I ſpeak of, 
I conſeſs, do not go on four legs; but 
- ſhould any little two-legged creature be ſo 
- greedy as to diſorder his ſtomach, and ex- 
_ poſe himſelf to ſickneſs, rather than re- 
| Krain his appetite, what judgment would 
vou paſs upon him? would he not be as 
| great a * as the monkey 
n . - Frederic. 


ha 
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Frederic. Ah! Mamma, Mamma, 10 | 
have certainly an ej e on me. 5 

The Mother. Does the cap fit You, F re- 
deric C4 +” 

Frederic. Well, Mamma, I will never 
indulge my appetite any more. I promife. . 
—mind—1 call you all to witnefſss. 

The. Father. Enough, my dear boy. 11 | 
you would become a ſtrong man, and that 
you defire it 1 have no doubt, you muſt 
early learn to deſpiſe delicacies; and be 
content with plain healthful- food. This 
will ſtrengthen you, and create good blood; I 
while luxuries, on the contrary, will inſect * | 
your healch and enfceble your whole —_ 
frame. But to return: The Oronogue, in 
the environs of Trinidad, diſcharges itſelf . 
with ſuch rapidity into the ſea, that it ren- 
ders the navigation extremely dangerous. 
The waves in that part riſe and break 
againſt each other with dreadful. violence, OE = 
ſo that a veſſel which has the misfortune I 1 5 Fl 
to be drawn within this vortex is in, great " 
danger of being daſhed to. pieces. Co- 

| | 9 | lumbus, 


: 
[ 
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lumbus, before' he was aware, found his 
_ veſſels in this perilous ſituation, aſſaulted 
on all ſides by the waves, ſometimes toſſed 
on high, and ſometimes precipitated- into 
an abyſs, driven like ſhuttle-cocks to the 
Tight and to the left with irreſiſtible force. 
The exertion of his utmoſt {kill was neceſ- 
ſary to retreat from this dangerous courſe 
by a ſtrait, which had an appearance ſo 
horrible, that they called it La Boca del 
Drago, or the Mouth of the Dragon. Look, 
my children, ( hewing it on the map) here 


n ie (between Trinidad: and the cooft of 


Cumana, which, as you know, is a part of 
h * Firma. 
. Then Columbus Aiſeovered the 
tl of America alſo? ws NS 
a» The Father. Undoabtedly : he was alſo 

well perfiaded this land could not be an 
| und, from ſeeing fo large a river as the 
Oronoque iſſue from it, and ee its 
waters into the ſe.. 

Peter. But, pray, why was not the coun- 
| oy ane after him? 


Fg 


6 | : The 
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The Father. It is certainly an injuſtice 
of which the age in which he lived ought 
not to have been guilty ; but i it is done, a 
chere is now no remedy. 

Charlotte. And why is it calle 4 
rica ? 855 

The Father, That you ſhall know here- 
after ; for the preſent let us endeavour not- 
to loſe fight of Columbus's veſſels. . Con- 
vinced that he had at length touched at ie 
main land of the New World, he continued 
failing weſtwafd the whole length of the - 
coaft, landing at different times to make 
his obſervations. The natives in general 
bore a great reſemblance to thoſe of Hiſj- 
paniola, except that hey appeared to have 
more underſtanding and courage, and to 
have fairer complexions. They. orba- 
mented themſelves in the ſame 
with plates of gold, a ; 
. pearls, which.they readily bantered for E 
ropean trifles.. A native one day, unat- 

tended, joined Columbus, who was comg- 
an ſhore, and, advancing towards him with 
| 84. confidence, 8 
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confidence, took from his head a crimſon 
velvet cap, and replaced it with a crown of 
gold. Columbus, judging he was a Ca- 
cique, took care to have him treated wich 
the utmoſt diſtindtion. "Theſe Indians had 
their heads wrapped in cotton handker- 
chiefs of various colours, and the fore part 
of their bodies from the waiſt to the knees 
covered with a piece of the ſame tuff, 
Their hair was naturally long, but cut 
ſhort; and their Weapobs, bows, aon, 
and bucklers. A 2 
Columbus would- willingly aide made a 
longer ſtay here to have explored the in- 
- terior of the country; but the impaired 
ſtate of his veſſels, and. his own infirmities, \ 
obliged him to leave this reſearch to others, 
and ſteer toward Hiſpaniola. In his way 
he diſcovered the Iſle of Margarita, now 
become ſo important from the pearl fiſn- 
_ ery which is eſtabliſhed chere. There it Is 
on the map. . 8 E N 
Worn with fickoel and 5 continual 
_ exertion of bis faculties, he at length 
7. 1 nos RES: landed 
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landed at his colony, hoping mere for ſome 
time to repoſe from his fatigues and anxie- 


ties; but, alas! — Enough however for 
to-day. 1 1 


0 2 
* 8 5 S 
| nene 


My ie tek 


75 „ 


7 2p Father. The time of gals * N. 
poor Columbus was not yet come; on the 


contrary, he was attended in the- very 


place where he hoped for tranquillity with 


new cares, new toils, and new. dangers, ca- 


pable of ſhaking the courage of the firmeſt 
and enervating the moſt robuſt. His wor- 
thy. brother, Don Bartholomew, had, dur- 


ing his abſence, ſetiled the colony of Iſa- 


bella more advantageouſly in a different 1 

part of the country, where he had under- 
taken the building of a city, which he 

| named PN 


VT. 
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named St. Domingo, in honour of his fa- 
ther Dominico. This city, which has ſlou- 
riſhed even to our days, was long one of 
the moſt confiderable in the Weſt Indies, 
and at length gave its name to the whole 
mand. Bartholomew, having laid the foun- 
dation of this new colony, ſet out with a 
part of his forees to viſit thoſe provinces of 
the iſland into which his brother had not 
yet penetrated, aging at St, Domingo the 
chief judge & with the reſt of the 
troops; but this Vreich recompenſed his 
confidence with the blackeſt ingratitude. 
He had long wiſhed for an opportunity 
ok ruining Columbus and his brothers, and 


. of rendering himſelf ſole maſter of the 


ifland. The departure of Bartholomew 
And the abſence of the Admiral appearing. 
7 favourable to his wiſhes, he did not fail to 


| profit hy the occaſion, inciting the Spaniards 


that were left, by every means in his power, 


not only againſt Bartholomew but againſt 
Diego his younger brother. Unfortunately 
he ſucceeded but too well, ſor. the greater 
MIL} pen 
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part engaged in bis intereſt. He was ſoon 
acknowledged as their chief, and, having 
taken up arms againſt the Adelantade, ſeized . 
upon all the proviſions, and attempted to 
carry the fort, which had been conſtructed 7. 
at St. Domingo, by affaulk This laſt at- 
tempt however, from the vigilance and 
| {kill of the commander, failed, and the re- 
bels were obliged to remove- to pune. 
part of the iftand. . Here they employed 
all their efforts to bring over the inhabi- 
tants of the diſtrict to their patty, and 
were fo ſucceſsful that the iſland in a ſhort | 
time became a fcene of revolt. Such 
was the A ate in which Columbus 
found affairs on his return, Judge, my, 
children, if be could be at eaſe; | 
To complete his vexations, he learnt 
with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment that the three 
veſſels which he had diſpatched with pro- 


viſions from the Canaries were not arrived; {| 9 


it was but too probable, therefore, that they 


had by ſome accident periſhed. Though Ji 


this misfortune bad not in reality happened, . 
an. e they 


* « - 
8 a * p 
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they were ſtill loſt to Columbus. Storms 


and currents had driven them out of their 


courſe; and after having tempted differ- 
ent unknown regions, in the end they ar- 
rived ſafe at Hiſpaniola, but preciſely on 
_ . * the coaſt whereTaa{&3and; his accom- 
©  plices had ſeitled; when this artful rebel, 
.  ..cancealing his revolt from the commanders 

of the three veſſels, had the addreſs to 

. make them land a part of their men, under 
pretence of conduQting them to St. Do- 


mingo. As the greater number of theſe 


vas the refuſe of the Spaniſh priſons, 77 *. 
no ſooner learnt the true deſign of ({ 
dhan they joy fully flocked to his Randard, f 

| hoping there would be opportunity for ra- 
pine and pillage ;-the firſt proof of that ill- di- 
: 1 council Columbus had himſelf given. 
Some days after the arrival of the Ad- 
| val the three. veſſels appeared. in the 


= road of St. Domingo, but with ſmall ſup- 


_ Plies, the greater part of the troops having 
already been given up, and almoſt all the 


W -proviſices- on board conſumed. In the 


2 1 


\ 
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mean while the inſolent 4 Aude proud of 
the ſuperiority of his numbers, which: was 
but too manifeſt, openly ridiculed che 
weaknels of, Columbus , whoſe indignation 
roſe to the higheſt pitch. Had he liſtened 
to its ſuggeſtions, he would immediately 
have put himſelf at the bead of the few ſol- 
diers who remained faithful, and have at- 
tacked the traitors, preferring rather to 
periſh in attempting to chaſtiſe them, than 
to live in ination under the flagrant inſult | 
he had received; but, for the ſake of the 
colony which had experienced this vio- 
lent ſhock, ere it had acquired ſtrength to 
ſuſtain it, he reined in his paſſion, 
ſhocked at the idea of a civil war, and 
generouſly reſolved to paſs over the per- 
ſonal affront he had received, and to try if 
it were not poſſible, by gengle means, o 
bring back the ungratefuf ie and his 
deluded followers to their 7-48 With this 
view he firſt publiſhed a general pardon, 
for all who repenting of their error would 
immediately return ae duty. He alſo 
made 5 
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made ihe fr Ver to! Helen in particular, 
promiſing that he ſhould recain the ſame dig- 
nity with which he had formerly been in- 
veſted. By this condeſcenſion, after many 
diſagreeable negotiations, he accompliſhed 
his purpoſe, and enjoyed the ſatisfaction. 
of having ſtifled a dangerous rebellion 
without ſhedding a ſingle drop of blood. 

His next ſtep was to diſpatch a veſſel for 
Spain, to inform the Court of the diſco- 
very he had made of a main land, and alſo 
of the revolt he had juſt appeafed. To 
ſpecimens of the produftions of the Con- 
tinent, conſiſting of pearls, ingots of gold. 
and a quantity of fine linen of various co- 
lours, he added a journal, in which he had 
exactly noted the courſe of his veſſels, and 
every thing remarkable that occurred, 


| 1 a and his aſſociates failed not to- 


79 write alſo t&he King by the ſame convey- 
ance, to blacken the Admiral and juſtify 
their own proceedings; and unfortunately 


the monarch was fo weak and unjuſt * 0 
give more credit to their Tepreſentations 
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1 to thoſe of ' Columbus, though truth 


dignified the one, and the moſt infamous 


calumnies diſgraced the others. But let 
us pauſe here, my children, for a few mi- 


nutes, and take a glance at another part of 
the world, where, while the Weſt Indies 


has been the object of our attention, many 


things equally intereſting have been tranl- 


akting. 


The King of Nea too late regret- 5 


ting his blindneſs to the merit of Colum- 


bus, and the diſdainful rejettion of his of- 


fers —in ſome meaſure to repair his error, 
reſolved to ſpare no expence in exploring 


a paſſage to the Eaſt Indies by the way of 
Africa. With this view he fitted out a 
ſquadron, and gave the command of it to 
an experienced navigator of great merit, 


named Vaſquez de Gama. 
Difficulties apparently aformonuncable 


oppoſed this enterpriſe; but Gama, like Co- 


lumbus, luckily bore the ſtamp of. a great 


character, and, like him, never ſuffered im- 5 


. be diverted by any e how great 


heuer, 
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. foever, from the projects upon which he had 
once reſolved, In vain the unknown coaſt 
of Africa preſented its long chains. of 
rugged rocks, ſhelves, and banks of ſand: 
in vain did the ſun dart his moſt ſcorching 
rays, and threaten the veſſels with con- 
flagration, or the tempeſts let looſe their 
fury againſt them; to all theſe difficulties 
„be oppoſed an unſhaken courage, ſur- 
mounted them, and happily gained the 
moſt meridional point of Africa, The Cape 
of Good Hope. But the purſuits of ſo-great 
a genius were not to reſt here; he doubled 
the Cape, failed up the oppoſite coaſt, 
and at length arrived at Melinda, which, 
as you. may ſee on the map of Africa, is 
ſituated on the coaſt of Zanguebar. Here 
© he was agreeably-ſurpriſed, inſtead of the 
ſavage nations he had hitherto met on the 
African coaſt, to find a civilized race, in 
many reſpects reſembling the Aſiatics. 
They entered into an extenſive commerce 
with him, profeſſed the Mahometan reli- 
gion, and-were acquainted: with thoſe-arts 
; which 


— 


COLUMBUS. ; "6 


which were e known oy to Nee og | 
ons. 
Preſuming on the 1 ſuccels of his 
enterpriſe, he ſet ſail on the 22d of May 
1498, and had the ſatisfaction of attaining 
che object of his voyage, viz. ne coaſt of 
India. 
John. At what place did be: land? 
Die Father. At Calicut. " 
Peter. Ah, on the coaſt of Malabar!” 
Henry. In the peninſula, on this fide the 
Ganges! | 
Die Father. The . He was. dy 
aſtoniſhed” at the riches of the country in 
all ſorts of valuable productions, the regu- 
larity of the government, and the civi- 
lized manners of the natives: but unfor- 
tunately his veſſel contained nothing that 
he could offer in exchange for the rich 
merchandizes of the country; for Euro- 
pean baubles, of which the ſavages were 
ſo defirous, - poſſeſſed little value in the 
_ eſtimation of theſe civilized Indians. De 
Gama therofore * made a ſhort ſtay here: 


„ 
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and haſtened his return to Europe, to in- 
form his ſovereign of the happy iſſue of 
his enterpriſe. | 
Thus, at nearly the ſame time that Co- 
lumbus diſcovered the New World, another 
part of our globe, already indeed known, 
but from which the Europeans had hitherto 
derived linle advantage, was by means of 
navigation more immediately connefted- 
with Europe. From this time the inex-- 
hauſtible treaſures of India poured in tor- 
rents into the little kingdom of Portugal 
to the great mortification of the Spaniards, 
who could not without jealouſy behold; 
their neighbours derive from India ſuch. 
immenſe viches, while from all their diſco- 


veries they had not yet cleared even the 


+ expence of their armament. A rage for 
diſcovery had now inſenſibly ſeized upon 
all. Kingdoms and republics, gentlemen 


_ "and plebeians, all were deſirous of tempt- 


ing fortune; all were ambitious of fitting 
out veſſels, and of embarking or cauſing 


N others to embark in ſome enterpriſe. A | 


Man x 
* 
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man named Ojeda, who had accompanied . 
Columbus in his ſecond voyage, perſuaded 
ſome merchants of Seville to fit out four 
veſſels under his command in this ſpecu- 
lation, and permiſſion was aſked and ob... Mf 
tained without conſulting Columbus, though S 4 
quite contrary to the treaty the Court of | 
Spain had entered into with him. The ; 
- Biſhop: of Badajos, the King's minifter in 
the department of the Weſt Indies, and 
ſworn enemy of Columbus, not content 
with thus far mortifying the obje& of his - 
- batred, had the baſeneſs to ſubmit to the Ml 
| inſpeQion of Ojeda the journal and fea - 
charts which Columbus had ee to the. 2 
Court of Spain. 

Ojeda was accompanied in his rer by 
an Italian gentleman named „ 7 
(#337 or, 25 he i is called by the Engliſh, 

from the Latin fee 1 a 
ured the Children Excidim. "AR; | 


The Father. This Italian bon n acquired 
| a. b. 


— 
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fo much importance among his compa⸗ 
nions, that every ſtep was taken rather by 
his direction than that of Ojeda. At length 
| however, by exactly following the courſe 
of Columbus, he arrived on. the coaſt of 
Paria, on which he made ſeveral deſcents, 
and entered into ſome commerce with the 
natives. He then coaſted farther to aſcer- 
tain that the land was not an iſland, but 
part of a continent. When he bad ad- 
vanced far enough to put this matter be- 
| yond a doubt, he returned triumphant to 
Spain; where he ſet ſo high a value upon 
bis exploits, chat it was abſolutely forgotten 
hat the diſcoveries were in reality not his, 
but merely a confirmation of what had be- 
: fore, been diſcovered by Columbus. 
Cbaradters that are truly great, my chil- 
dren, are never vain boaſters; ſatisfied 


with performing. noblecaQions, they are in 


. no haſte to blazon them to the world; and 


ſuch had been the conduct of Colum- 
bus. He bad ſent to the Court a journal ; 
p Kos. 8 6 | 2 . of 
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ok his voyages for the ſatisfaQtion of tbe 
King and Queen; but without a \ ſingle. 
idea of rendering them public.” Rs,” 
on the contrary, a vain and ambl ous 
no ſooner returned to Spain than he pub- 
liſhed his account, relating his ſtory with 
ſo much ſkill, that thoſe who either heard 
it, or read it, could not avoid regarding 
him, and not Columbus, as the man who” 
had firſt diſcovered the Continent. The 
falſchood of this relation was known only 
to the few who had peruſed Columbus's 
manuſcript; and as the greater part of 
theſe conſiſted of the courtiers that were 
his enemies, they took care not to reQify | 
the miſtake. Thus, the perſon to whom 
- we owe the diſcovery of the fourth-part " 
the world was deprived of the honour 
juſtly his due, and it was named aſter the, 
preſuming boaſter, 48 Da Leto panes 
Henry. What NT Pg 
The Father. It was ſo: bat it karviſhes | 
one uſeful leſſon, as it proves the injuries 
& | . 
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_ that deſerving men frequently meet from 
their cotemporaries. They are ſometimes 
ads. and even hated; and villains. 
enjoy the reward due to their virtues. If, 
therefore, as I wiſh, you mean hereafter to 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves by purſuing a line of 
honour and reRitude, do not build, I con- 
jure you, on the vain applauſe of men; but 
let your obje& be the approbation of that 
merciful Being, who ſeeing your good ac- 
tions in lecret, will not fail to reward them | 
openly : for, ſhort will be the reign of the 
- unjuſt ; ſooner or later all will be re- 
vealed, and each receive according to, his 
deſerts. The inſtance before us illuſtrates 
; {his truth. What advantage is it now to 
$4 3245444 tbat the New World was unjuſtly 
named after him? Is not his memory more 
deſpiſed than honoured on that account ? 
_ while, on the contrary, that of Columbus 
is admired and eſteemed, and vill be re- 
membered when that of his ungrateful co- 
eee is ſunk in ee Judge 


from 


COLUMBUS. / "2p" 
from your - own feelings, my children, 
vould you rather be Columbus ee N 
8 Ke uu, _— | 

- Nickolas.. I would, A thouſand times, ra- 
ther be Columbus. 
Henry. And I alſo, cha my diſcove 
ries were never known to the world. 
All the Children exclarm. And ſo would 1. 
| The Father. You ſee, therefore, that vir- 
tue, though deprived of exterior recom- 
penſe, ceaſes: not to be lovely and deſir- 
able. From this time D made re- 
peated voyages in ſearch of diſcoveries; 
but a detail of them would lead us too far 
from Columbus, to whoſe narrative I will 
return after one more ſhort digreſſion. In 
order to reap all poſſible advantage from 
De Gama's diſcovery of the way to the 
Eaſt Indies, the King of Portugal fitted 
out a complete fleet, freighted with -mer- / 
chandiſe of all kinds, calculated for-a-lu- - - 
crative commerce, and gave the command 
io a man named Cabral. Aware of the 
lite certainty there was hes keeping the 
845 | - coal 
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to be more than an illand. 


48 eceorunsus. 
coaſt of Africa, when he had paſſed the 
line he ſteered weſtward acroſs the main 
ocean, and, purſuing this direction, to his 
great aſtoniſhment arrived at an extenſive 


tract of land, which he perceived from afar 
Shu wy 
do: ma judge this to be? | 7A 
Some of the Children. South America, . 
Gare . VE. 
The Father. But what r 
Henry. Brazil, I ſhould gueſs. 


» The Father. You are right. It was the 


4 * province of Brazil which Cabral thus 
accidentally diſcovered. He immediately 
took poſſeſſion of it in the name of the 
King of Portugal, and ſent one of his veſ- 
ſels with the agreeable news to Liſbon. 
Thus were the different parts of America 
ſucceſſively diſcovered, manifeſting il] 
more upon what ſolid principles the pene- 

rating genius of Columbus had formed its 
conjetiures. Let us now return to the 
author of theſe intereſting diſcoveries, 

whom we left in an uneaſy! fituation in 


{> | the 


, \ 
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_ the iſle of Hiſpaniola ; but I ſcarcely know 
how to proceed, my tongue is unwilling to 
relate the miſeries that overwhelmed this 
2 man: I vill therefore ceaſe awhile. - 
In the mean time, my children, prepare for 
| a recital that cannot fail e tears 5 
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; Putoatris by the laſt S/n for | 

the recital of ſome melancholy event, the 

| Whole party awaited it in filent anxiety, 8 

until their father at length began as bol. 

| oe ol . 

Sod, my en” in bis thinite Lildom 
not unfrequently permits circumſtances to 
happen, the cauſe of which we poor ſhort- 
bghted mortals are not able to diſcover; 

Vor. Il, D 515 1 ON; 
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but numberleſs examples daily occur, ſuf. - 
ficient to teach an attentive obſerver, that 
in each of 'theſe the ultimate object is the 
well being of all his creatures. Should 
therefore an event ſurpaſſing the compre- 
henſion of our feeble reaſon occur, let us 


beware of ſuppoſing, even for an inſtant, 
chat the diſpenſations of his holy providence 


are not always the wiſeſt and the beſt. I 
Have, my children, for a conſiderable num- 
ber of years been an inhabitant of this 


world, and have experienced the many vi- 


ciſſitude smortality is heir to. If I have 
qnown happy days, I alſo have been ſub- 
je to the reverſe; the ſcene has fre- 


quently been ſo dark and gloomy around 


2 = me, that my heart ſhrunk. as I extended 
my . tremhling views. to. the future. In 


theſe moments the weakneſs of my nature 


has prevailed, and I have exclaimed, Why, 


0 merciful Creator of the univerſe, haſt 
chou deſtined thy creature to ſtruggle 
through ſo weariſome and thoryy a path, 
O08. * n more faulty than 

p myſelf, 
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_, myſelf, are in all appearance ſo/ proſperous 
and happy? Such, my children, have been 
the indiſcreet murmurings of my ignorance, 
| which could not comprehend the wiſdom 
that chaſtiſed me. My, doubts are bow- 


ever now vaniſhed ; and experience has 
taught me, that by ſupporting misfortunes 
with fortitude and patience, and firmly re- 


lying on the Divine will, the miſts of ſor- 
_ row will diſperſe when leaſt expected; the 
night of tribulation paſs like a dream; and 


the ſun of unexpected . pleaſure enliven, | 


with its cheering influence, the human ſoul. 
For myſelf particularly, O my God! how 
ſhall I expreſs the extent of thy bounty. ? 

Learn, my children, and let chis truth be 
engraven on your hearts, that in the hour 
ol trial it may ſuſtain your ſinking ſpirits, 
That thoſe heavy calamities, which at the 


time I conſidered. as my greateſt misfor=. = 
tune, have been the immediate baſis on 


which Providence has eſtabliſhed my fu- 
ture ſucceſſes. Convinced of this, I have 
learned to ſubmit with reſignation to what- 
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erer di ſhall pleaſe Gad to inlidk; alfured 
chat his infinite wiſdom is the beſt judge 
of what is proper for the weakneſs of the 
creatures he has made. My dear children, 
1 cannot dwell an this ſubjett without 
tears; but they are tears of joy and thank- 
fulneſs, and overflow on the reflection that 
it is only fince I have had this entire con- 
fidence in the Divine will that I have 
deen enabled to enjoy content throughout 
all the variableneſs of fortune. 

Here the father, ſurrounded by his chil- 
dren, kneeled down, and prayed earneſtly 
- that God would inſpire their youthful 
VVV 
de e 185 

My children, (at length refamed be,) 1 
Sue it neceſſary to preface my recital 
of this day in the manner 1 have adopted, 
As it might prevent the queſtion that might 
_ otherwiſe naturally ariſe—Why did God 
£54 bun Columbus'to experience ſüch hevvy 
e een 

Were is the mortal who fas preſump- 
| 6 ; _ 
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tion ſufficient” to reply? Columbus" now. 
_ doubtleſs, enjoying the reward of bis la- 
bours, may comprehend, and praiſe G 
that by a ſhort ſuffering he prepared him 
for endleſs ſelicity. Let not us, however, 
preſume to judge beyond the limits of our 
weak underſtanding, but ſubmit with re- 
ſignation, and adore the, to us, impene- 
trale decrees of the Moſt e But to 
return to our narrative. 8 1 
Columbus, as I informed) you, hadiſuc- 
ceeded 1 in ſuppreſſing the rebellion which; 
hid been excited in Hiſpaniolaz but he 
cculd not: effeR; a general or laſting tran- 
quillty,, Diſeontent and difcord fil ſmo- 
thered among the embers of revolt; and 
though le had apparenily returned tio 
his duty, he loſt no opportunity of blaek- 
_ ening the conduct of Columbus to the 
an of Spain: Added to this, the au- 
therity of Columbus had ſuffered greatly 
by his forbearance, which was denomi- 
nated weakneſs by the malecontents, and  - 
a: diſturbajces became more general,” 
Po {3 x 2 3 5 ſome- 
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lometiines-j in one province, ſometimes in 
another ; fo that, with his brothers, he was 5 
obliged to be in continual preparation 
againſt aſſault; a circumſtance that ſo en- 
tirely employed him, that he could neither 
find leiſure to take the neceſſary ſteps to 
juſtify himſelf to the Court of Spain, nor 
yet to purſue his diſcoveries ; his mind 
baraſſed with diſcontent, and his bodily 
ſtrength weakened by repeated fatigue. ' / 
Collecting all the forees chat remained 
in his power, he was endeavouring to re- 
eſtabliſh peace and good order throughout 
panic, by the moſt viſe and merito- 
rious regulations —at the ſame time he 
Voas alſo deviſing means to ſatisfy he ava- 
gee of his companions, and ful che hopes | 
ol his employers, by opening a rich mine 
 -when'the ſtorm that had long threatened 
burſt forth againſt him in Spain. J + +4 
and his partiſans had, as I before informed 
you, uſed their utmoſt endeavours to-clear 
'_- themſelves of the ſhare they had taken in 
the n, that had diſtracted the co- 
"28 951 ; 7 3 4 i Yb 8 


him, ſhould relax inher e towards 
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7 ies throwing all the op Cratniom os Co- 


lumbus. A number of malecontents alſo 
who had returned frond the New World, 
_ diſappointed in their expeQation of gain- 
ing immenſe wealth without pain or la- 
bour, loaded Columbus with curſes and 
accuſations, as the cauſe of their failure, 
and, ſupported by his more powerful ene- 


mies, brought their complaints even to the 


foot of the throne ; praying ſome recom- 
penſe for the loſſes they had ſuſtained, and 
the op preſſion they pretended to have ex- 


perienced on the part of the Admiral. 


The rags with which they were covered, | 
the paleneſs of their countenances, and 


their half-ſtarved appearance, at once in- 
ſpired pity and a degree of belief in their 
hearers. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at that the King, who was naturally 
fuſpicious, ſhould at length give ear to 
ſuch repeated accuſations; or that the 
Queen, who had conſtantly befriended: 
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n ag! ec that a commiſſioner 


n was 
| ſhould be fent to the Weſt Indies to. exa- 


mine into the condutt of Columbus. The 
perſon appointed to this truſt was nomi- 
_ nated by his enemies, and called Francis 
de A is The dangerous power 
with which he was furniſhed was not only 
ſufficient to diſplace Columbus, if be found 
mis conduR reprehenfible, but alſo to take 
bis place in the government. Nothing 
more could therefore be neceſſary to in- 
ſure his fall with fo. unprinciple a man as 
latimb h, 125 
At dhe period this e mil; 
f arrived in Hiſpaniola, Columbus by 
his indeſatigable cares had ſucceeded in 
re-eſtabliſhing peace throughout the ifland. 
The malecontents were ſubdued ; and the 
Spaniards and Indians had alike returned 
to their duty, and ſubmitted to the laws. 
Some very rich mines had been opened, 
and the earth had alſo been cultivated with 
extraordinary ſucceſs; a concurrence, of 
| circuriances that muſt unayoidably have. 
1 ; Jay 
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juſtified Columbus, had not his accuſers 
reſolved upon 2 condemnation” before- 
hand. Whey” oy; . + 4rrived at St. Do- 

mingo, the Admi &t was at a cc tliderable 
diſtance in che iſland, making ſome neceſ- 
ſary arrangements. Equity and juſtite, 
therefore, required that his judge ſhould 

| have awaited his return before he pro- 
eceded againſt him. But neither equity nor 
juſtice formed any part of DH s 
character; and he had no ſooner landed 
than he cauſed himfelf to be conducted to 
the AdmiraPs houſe; of which he took ini- . 
- mediate poſſeſſion; declarihg that, ang all 
it contained, to be his. He then publicly 
announced that dad ſent him to- 
depoſe the. Governot, and io give ſatis⸗ 
fabtion to all who ſhould) have any; com 
plaint againſt: him. Not content Wüh this, 
he alſo ĩmmediately ſet at liberty all thoſe- 
fined; deſiring they would-lay before bim 
aniexact account of the.rigous:.apdinjul- 
; OE: had La rea Tou maß 
Waun: 4 Ds 4 e 


1 58 COLUMBUS. 


judge, my children, whether men of that 
deſcription wanted much perſuaſion in 
ſuch a caſe... l Sed 


fob; % nit was, enn 
cruel and unjuſt; yet it was nothing, com- 


paratively ſpeaking,” to the flagitious in- 
ſults he heaped upon the truly great Co- 
lumbus. Hear then, my children, and de- 
plore the fate of a man ho had ſuch juſt 
claigea pon both the gratitude and affec- 
tion of his cotemporaries. What a diſ- 


grace to be handed down to poſterity, that 


the man to whom. they owed ſuch infinite 
mens: owl 4 be mo * a com- 


4 5 e — his i imme- © 


diate preſence before his tribunal, to give 


1 of his conduR ; at the ſame 
time be remitted to him a letter from the 


ing, which enjoined him to eee to 


b the orders of his plenipotentiar. 
The thunder ſuddenly burſting over the 
bead of the traveller 1 in the midſt of his/ſe- 


53 * £11 he 2 curity 
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eurity and pleaſure, cannot excite more 
aſtoniſhment than did this news to Co- 
lumbus. On the-firſt reading of the King's 
letter he doubted the evidence of his 
ſenſes, and peruſed a ſecond time, before 


he could credit its contents, the paper that 


was thus defiled with ingratitude and in- 
ſult. The man who had diſcovered a Nzw 


WoxLD; and who bad been guilty of no 
ene, was in effect ſummoned to appear be- 
fore the tribunal of a villain, who ; 


worthy to be his moſt menial domilitc. 


pangs that injured honour and juſt indigna» 
tion-could.inflit on a ſuſceptible heart. 'He 


did not however heſitate a moment on the * 
part be ſhould purſue. His brother Bar- 


- tholomew- was with him; he had the com. 
mand of many armed men, and might 
eaſily have increaſed his numbers, ſo as to 
have returned his unjuſt. judge an anſwer 
word in band. But his great ſoul diſ- 


dained every means of defenee chat was 
3 


Columbus, as you may judge, was deeply 
wounded at this outrage, and felt all the 
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judge, my children, whether men of that 


deſcription wanted much perſuaſion in 


ſuch a Cale. PO OY . l x 


re” * * n was undoubtedly 


: cruel and unjuſt ; yet it was nothing, com- 


paratively ſpeaking,” to the flagitious in- 
ſults he beaped upon the truly great Co- 
lumbus. Hear then, my children, and de- 
plore the ſate of a man ha had ſuch juſt 
ie pon both che gratitude and affec- 


7 * Js 


non of his cotemporaries. What a diſ. 


grace to be handed down to poſterity, that 
the man to whom they owed: ſuch Infinite 


obligations ſhquld be N * a com- 


©: The 


time be remitted to him a letter fromthe 


King, which [enjoined him ga to J 
"x the orders of his plenipotentiar. 
The thunder ſuddenly burſting W 4 
; _ of the travelter in nth: A OY 


ger to | Coluntbin _* bis! imme- © 
diate preſence before his tribunal, to give 


an account of his conduſt; at the ſame 
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eurity and pleaſure, cannot excite more 


aſtoniſhment . than did this news to Co- 


lumbus. On the firſt reading of the King's 


letter he doubted the evidence of his 


ſenſes, and peruſed a ſecond time, before | 
he could credit' its contents, the paper that 
was thus defiled with ingratitude and in- 


ſult. The man who had diſcovered a Nzw 


WoxLD, and who had been guilty of no 
ene, was in effect ſummoned toapyear hog. 
fore the-tribunal of a villain, ho. 
worthy. to be his moſt menial domeſtic. 


Columbus, as you may judge, was deeply 
wounded at this outrage, and felt all the 


Pangs: that injured honour and juſt indj 


could.infli&t on a ſuſceptible heart. He 


did not however heſitate a moment on the 1 


part he ſhould purſue. His brother Bar- 
molomew was wich him; he had the com, 
mand of many armed men, and might 
eaſily have increaſed his numbers, ſo as to 
have returned his unjuſt. judge an anſwer 
Word in hand. But his great ſoul dif. 


dained every means of defenee chat was 
ales A income. 
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incompatible with the duty und obedience. 
he judged he owed to the K ing, however 
he vas miſguided by falſe accuſations 


againſt one whoſe merits might have 
claimed a better reward. He therefore, 
as I ſaid hefore, did not heſitate a moment, 
but took the read to St. Domingo, re- 


ſolved to receive his ſentence, whatever it 


Achat deſpicable wretch peremp- 
e to give him an audience; 
ene tin be put in irons, and 
ſcrictiy confined. This inhuman order 
Vas immediately executed; Columbus was 
loaded: with chains, and forced on board a 


Feſſel, where hie was carefully ſecured. 
4 e their father made a ſhort pauſe; 


ohe His youthful auditors gave a free 
8 tothe tears of ner; py which they 
e e e Grace 

x { yourſelves, my dear chil 


den, in alt its magnitude this anworthy 


"Te" eee Columbus treated like 
1 . 


coL one. | 61 


dials the preſence of his ſubaltorns, | 
and before his own houſe; where a villain 
uſurped” his right, and refuſed him en- 
tratiee; not even deigning to converſe with 
bim, but ordering him, unheard, io be 
chained, and dragged from a land of which 
his induſtry aud genius; in deſpite of every 
danger and at che imtminent hazard uf 
his own? life, had given the King poſſeſſion. 


Thong batien and conſcious dignity; W _ 


which he received theſe ĩnſults pr 


at once, in s language more chergetic = 
words, his innocence .and greatneſs of . 


mind.” His ſufferings were not however 
completed; for, as they dragged him igno- 
miniouſly along, the Spaniſh ſettlers, who; | 

48 1 have. informed you, were compoſed. of 
the rioſt infamous wretebes, ec e 


bikgthdith ſhouts and'rejoicings. n 3 id 


* Wit was however not: y iſktis 


for, Well knowing that his noble beider 


would faffer dbüdly in the affronts offered 
to his 8 he nen ts be put 
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ceive no conſolation by mutual intercourſe, 
commanded that each ſhould Be copfined in 
a a different ſhip; He at length proceeded 
on their trial, and without formality. con- 
demned them 10 death. Fortunately he 

had not the audacity to execute his hs, 
guinary purpoſe ; he | dreaded a; ſuture 
ſcrutiny, and- feared, in his turn, becoming 
* the victim. He had, bowever, er. 
. rind. and relation the of 


123 would take care to put bis deſign 
in execution; 3 and, in this perſuaſion, he 
2 * r Admiral to Spain, with 

ount of th went e and. ſemence.pafled 
poo tim. Aer 091 anos vlendo ion - 


I dare 3 8 children, hat you 
can ſcarcely believe ſuch complicated ick - 


* exiſted, as I have ae of z P 7 2 
a. Thanks be to God, ſuch Lx 
. Bok, numerous; and. are bes oftyal 

dy good men, whore der ready 0 to repaix 
the injuſtice, of the bad! zi 07 
2 The in, who. was to conduft, Co- 


Vis N lumbus, | 
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tumbus and his brothers to Spain bad no 


ſooner ſet ſail, than, approaching his noble 


priſoner with compaſſion and reſpeRt;, he 
offered to releaſe him from his chains; but 


Columbus, though ſenſible of this kindneſs, 


refuſed to accept it. Leave me as I am, | 


ſaid he; © I wear theſe fetters by the com- 
mand of the King my maſter, and his or- 
ders ſhall alone remove them.“ Thi 
- ſolved, he continued in irons. Ong the 
whole of the voyage to Spain. 


Ava?) had commanded that we pri- 90 


| ſoners on their arrival ſhould be delivered 


into the hands of the Biſhop Of biin 
order to deprive them of the meahs of in- 
tereſting the Queen in their favour ; but an | 


honeſt pilot, named Martin, grieved at the 
unmerited ſufferings of the Admiral, quit- 
ted the veſſel ſecretly, and haſtened to the 


Court with a letter, in ner ener | 


informed her of all chat had paſſed. 


This information cauſed the utmoſt 400 : 
niſhment to the King-a 1 Q e ab-they 75 


had never ſulpebled : 
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bats the country: .owed- ſuch in- 
ſinite obligations, they had no doubt would 


rendler them deſpicable in the eyes of all 


Europe, and orders were immediately ſent 
to fet Columbus and his brothers at liberty. 


At the ſame time he received a preſſing in- 
5 vitation to come to Court, and alfo a ſum 


ol money neceſſary to equip himſelf in a 
manner agreeable to bis rank. 58908! 


On enteringãnto the e the King . 


nd; Queen, ht threw himſelf at their feet, 
a power to articulate à word; ſo 
eatly did che remembrance of the injuſ- 


| "tice he had ſuffered .overwhelm him. It 


was ſome minuies before he could: recall 
_ titude, he entered upon his deſonce with 


innocehce ſo evidently; and the malice aud 


calumny of his accuſets, that he King and 
Qbeen were convineed of his probiiy, and 


[coped abe | IS ___ n cogent 


- his FRONTS Therunmetited . a 


bit fpiritsz when, fortified by conſcious rec - 


de mucd energy and courage, proving his 


* COLUMBUS, e &% N 
without their knowledge or approbation | 


To leave ho doubt on the mind of chan By 
bus, they immediately gave orders that 


e $5 mould be diveſted of bis em- 
ployment and truſt. All this was ſome 
reparation for the injuſtice Columbus had 8 
fuſtained; but when it became neceſſary 3 


to appoint ſoß one to replace % I = 


in the government, it was evident thai 
| they were not entirely free from the miſ- 
truſt they bad formerly entertained. They 


ufed their utraoft endeavours to avoid the 


appearance of ingratitude towards him; 
but to re-eſtabliſh him as Viceroy ſeemed _ 
too dangerous an expedient for them to 
hazard, as he would then haye it amply in 
bis power to revenge all the injuries he 
bad ſuffered. In conſequence, they re- 
bio tained him at Court under divers flatter- 
ing pretences, and nominated 10 the 80 IN 
© vernment * . C 
1 n wv that Cofumbus fende d 
his right. to that diſtinction, which had 
been, poſitively decreed to him and his 


a 


» $4, 
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: heirs from the commencement of the en- 
terpriſe. In vain he urged the freſh injuſ- 
tice committed againſt him, and demanded, 
why, after, having been convinced of his 
' Innocence, he was ſtill to be treated like a 
culprit? Theſe complaints were anſwered 
by numberleſs excuſes ;; and at length it 
was finally decided that 0 N ſhould go 
_ to Hiſpaniola. 
This was a ſevere block to Chlambus, 
whoſe heart was yet lacerated with his pre- 
ceding misfortunes. - He experienced the 
moſt lively indignation, nor did he endea- 
vour to conceal it. Wherever he went 
de carried the fetters he had worn with 
him, as a proof of the ingratitude with 
which his feryices had been requited ; he 
cauſed them to be hung conſtantly in his 
fight, and even defired that they ſhould be 
buried with him. Here, my dear Ten, 
ve will ceaſe for this Gaye * | 
Come of the Children SORE, Poor Co- 
bender! He was e e treated. 7 
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wards return to the Weft Indies? 
' The Faller. Of that 1 ſhall inſorm you 


| diſregarded, and 0 departed. 


. | The feet that Gag Conßded to the a | 
Camas was the largeſt that had been 


ſent to the Weſt Indies. It conſiſted of 


thirty fail, and had on board two thouſand 


five hundred people, the greater part ok 
vhom were deſigned 1 to de 8 in -n 


. Hiſpaniola. 
. IN 


_ 
. 
[2 


2 
it 3 i 
, * ft L 


the new ſettlement; > op 
utice and imprudence ol f 


. ts ; 


 Marmias. Dia no Columbus after- 


hereafter. At the preſent period of the | 
hiſtory there was no appearance of his 
ever more ſeeing it; for his complaints were op 


W ould not 3 Aren more 


* * 
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nearly browghe the colony 60 v utter ruin, 


5 This wicked man hoped to confirm by 


_ ,, Opreſſion and illicit meaſures the authority 


* be had acquired; with which view be 


revoked all the wiſe laws enifted by Co- 
lumbus, and permitted the Spaniards to 
live at their liberty. His predeceſſor had 
| _ conſidered himſelf: as a father to the poor 
Indians, and defended 8 the 
_ tyranny of the Spaniards, | 1 a, on 
| the contrary, had given up this umortunate 
people to every ſpecies of oppreſſion. and 
violence. Having cauſed an exaQ account 
ol the number of the patives to be taken, 
be portioned them into lots as ſlaves to 


ae his ereamres, who employed theſe wretched 


men in the mines, and treated them with 


_ © the: molt ſavage barbarity for the ſmalleſt 


failure. The fatigue incurred by this fla- 


* very, and the, inhuman uſage they experi- 


_ - enced, in a ſhort ſpace deſtroyed great 
mote) of the Leger? WA er 8 A | 


POT” DV. 


this unhappy ane d 4 have benen. 
dann cut off. HO 1012 
Tbe firſt aft e new qovernar was Ws 
do dliſmiſs Jilorand to ſend him, vin * 
bis accompicc RIM, o Spain, to an- 
ſwer for his conduct. Then, r 
to the orders he had received from che 
King, he aboliſhed ſlavery, declaring all 
the Indians free, and forbidding the ſmall 
_ eſt violence to be offered them. By new.” 
| Jaws he reftrained the atrocities of the _ 
niards; whom he permitted to continue 
their ſearch after gold; but with this re- 
ſtriction, chat the moiety of their online 
ſhould belong to the King, as PRAM * 
the iſle, - 
John, I am glad, however, that the E- 
vernment was given to a good man. 
The Father. Let us hope to ſind him 
continue ſuch. What he had already done 
was by the expreſs orders he bad received: 
when he came to aft from himſdlf we ſhall _ 
be better judges of his merit. But let us 
return to em Yet winger Lorne 
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"in fuch a caſe. 
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of him that will not either excite your pity 
or concern? Behold him bending under 


5 the weight of his vexations, demanding 


juſtice from an ungrateful Court, that 
was deaf to his complaints ; demanding, 
not as'a favour, but a right, the perform- 


ance of the contract which the King had 


 Ggned, and which entitled him, to the ex- 
cluſion of all others, to the Viceroyalty of 


5 the countries he ſhould diſcover! Behold 
alſo his unworthy adverſaries laughing in 


his face at his unheeded repreſentations, 


and chen judge what he muſt feel from 


. ſuch unworthy treatment! 
Henry. I know what I ſhould RIG done 


* 


Ine Father. What, my ſon 71 


55 Henry. 1 would have given myſelf no 
; - farther trouble with them, but have choſen 
- ſome ſpot. to pals the remainder of my days 


in peace; or otherwiſe J would have of- 
; fered my ſervices to ſome other nation; 


0 | Re | lumbus 


» r I m_ ail 


R Nie Father. As for the laſt alternative, 
Sp | Hem, e had already taught Co- 


COLUMBUS, 5 
lumbus that he had little more to expeRt 
from other Courts than that of Spain. This 
noble minded man alſo perhaps thought, 

' that a forfeiture of promiſe on the part of 
the King could not authoriſe him to fail 
in the duty he owed to the country to 
whoſe welfare he had devoted his ſervices. 
For your firſt obſervation, Henry, it was 
not for a character ſo great as Columbus, 
to entirely renounce his plan and paſs his 
| life in inaQivity.” He was convinced, that 

in his laſt voyage he had diſcovered the 
coaſt of a continent; and the falſe idea 

he had entertained that India extended 
ſo far, if not ly diſſipated, was at leaſt 
greatly weakened," by the obſervations 8 
dad made: IIe 400% conceived, that, in 
all pröbability, this eontihent and India 
were ſeparated by a large ſea——which W- - 
you can tell me, whether' this er, x. 
| was well. founded? 

All the Children. Doubtleſs i it was Erde 

inns OceanJi”® 4 

"The Father, wy this e my children, 


"+. * . 
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you. may judge bow much better we are 


now acquainted with the globe than at that 
| time were the viſeſt men. What Colum- 


bus could not fathom, a child can now re- 


| - ply to with certainty. By this you may 
judge of the extent of our obligations to 
mis navigator, without whom the one half 


| "af the earth might have remained un- 
? known many ages longer. | 


22 Columbus alſo in "O94 ad not with- | | 
out probability, that near the iſthmus of 
a Darien. Youdoubileſe know chat 


iſthmus is ſituatedꝓ 0 
Jol. If we did work 1 ns that, 3 


* 8 be very dull indeed. EI 


Ns tween North and South America. 


The Father. Very well. He thought then, 
NY 881 before nud. _ heye Wien, the 
* which a communication might Fn, 3 | 


| from the Atlantic into the DIANNE ſea, 
and from thence to India. Wass. 


Nicholas. But that idea Was W 


8 for pla amen the ap); North and 
"i . "mow" 


. 
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South Awmerien are joined by the iſthmus. 
of Darien, which i is divided in no part. 
. The Father. You are right, N icholas; 
yet-you ſee notwithſtanding. that the land 
is very narrow, and that Columbus was not 
far diſtant from the truth. It appeared-to 
him of the utmoſt importance to certify 
whether ſuch a ſtrait as he ſurmiſed really 
_ exiſted; for how many windings, and how 
much diſtance, would it ſave in the voyage 
from Spain to India, could they failthrough 
America inſtead, of coaſting round Africa, 
as firſt diſcovered by the Portugueſe! 
The good of mankind overpowered i in the 
mind of Columbus the injuries he had re- 
' ceived, and determined him once more to . 
expoſe his grey hairs to all che dangers and 
inconveniences of a neu voyage. He com- 
municated this deſign tothe Court, whowere 
glad of any pretence to get rid of him; for 
the preſence of a man to whom theyowed 6. 
much, and whomthey hadtreatedſounjuſtly, 
vas to the King and Queen. a .continual 


reproach. . They alſo promiſed lhataſeives 775 
Vor. II. | E Ve, be 
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he would be equally ſucceſsful in this en- 


terpriſe as in his former, and accordingly 
gave immediate conſent, and ordered a 


ſquadron to be fitted out for the purpoſe. 


But what a ſquadron, my children! It 
conſiſted only of four ſhattered veſſels, the 


lurgeſt of which did not exceed ſeventy 


tons burden, which is not half the fize 
of an ordinary merchant ſhip. This was 
the whole force given him for ſo. import- 


ant an enterpriſe, in which he was again 


to encounter che dangers of a diſtant and 


unknown ocean, and endeavour to diſ- 
cover a way, by which his employers pro- 
miſed themſelves to readily obtain the 1 im- 


menſe treaſures of India. 
Few men would have ventured on lo 


hazardous an expedition under ſuch diſ- 
advantages; but Columbus's firſt voyage 
Vas too firmly engraven on bis memory 40 
make him heſitate truſting his life a ſecond 
time in veſſels equally ſhattered as thoſe in 
- Which he had before croſſed the main 
ocean between FINE and the Weſt In- 


p dies, 
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dies. Tie ietefore! embarked boldly, ac- 
companiied by his brother Bartholomew 
and his ſecond ſon Ferdinand, then aged 
thifteen, and who afterwards became the | 
hiſtorian of his father's ations. 
They failed on the 29th of May 1502, 1 

| conſequently ten years after his firſt voy= 
. age, ſteering as *ufual for the Canaries. 
His voyage | this time was peculiarly fortu. 
nate, had it not been that one of his ſhips, - 
and that the largeſt, was ſo bad a ſailer, 
that it could not keep up with the reſt; he 
therefore ſteered for Hiſpaniola, in order 
to endeavour to N r it for one in auen 
condition. bes 
Alrrived off the iſland he ſent to inform | 
the Governor © N "3 of his requeſt, and. 
to entreat pertiſfion to enter the port; but 
the Governor had the inſolence to refuſe. 
Columbus then informed him, that being 8 
aſſured from ſome cerfain figns, which expe- 
rience - had rendered him mindful of, that 

| they were on the eve of encountering a 
dreadfultempeſt, hedefiredonly to remain in 
| e the. 
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the harbour until the ſtorm was paſſed; Fo 
as the Governor was on the point of ſend- 
ing off a conſiderable fleet for Spain, he 
alſo adviſed him to delay it a few days, 
that it might eſcape the danger. His en- 
treaties were, however, rejected, and his 


advice contemned as the ridiculous dream 


ol an idle prognoſticator. He was irily k 
forbidden to enter the port; and the Meet 
bound for Spain ſet ſail. Thus was the 


man who had, through numberleſs dangers, 


T5 - diſcovered this New World, treated like a 


ſuſpeQed charafter, and refuſed an aſylum 
againſt the threatening tempeſt, which com- 
mon humanity ought to have granted to a 
ſtranger; a new blow ſor the cel 
heart of Columbus! 

Though” Columbus ſuffered this inſult. 
with patience, heaven in this cafe revenged 
his: cauſe, The tempeſt he had foretold 
effeQually happened, and the wiſe precau- 
tions he had uſed preſerved, his weak barks 


from deſtruQtion; while, on the contrary, 


the rich and well equipped feet which had 
EE: þ : ” ſailed 
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failed for Spain, and conſiſted of eighteen 
veſſels, all Ae in the ſtorm except 
three, K = and. ho were on 
board, in Wb aired} conflitt of the ele- 
ments, met the reward of their villainy ; 
both were loſt, and with them the ill- earned 
riches they had acquired | in the Iſland of 
Hiſpaniola. What is very remarkable in 
chis event is, that the only veſſel which re- 


ceived no injury, and was able to continue 


its way to Spain, was that in which the 
ſhattered remains of Columbus's property 


were embarked, and which the malice of 
bis enemies kai choſen as the muſt likely 


to founder, The other two which had ef- 
caped, regained St. Domingo in a —_ | 
wretched condition. | 
The Mother. Behold in this event, my | 
children, the hand of Providence, that 
ſooner or. later, frequently even in this 
world, repays to each ng. to his ; 
deeds! 24 io 
Mie Father. der this. cireum- 
ſtance, and obſerve in your own: journey 
hea? 17S through 


+" 
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through life, if you do not experience what. 
I have frequently proved in mine, W hen- 
ever I was perfectly ſatisfied with the up- 
rightneſs of my own conduct, I was certain 
to. be ſucceſsful, and ſcarcely remember a 
fingle failure of any conſequence: on the 
contrary, if I had given cauſe to the up- 
braidings of my conſcience, nothing pro- 
ſpered entirely with me, and I was in con- 
tinual expeAation of ſome impending mis- 
fortune, This obſervation is an. undeni- 
able proof; and let me entreat you, my 
dear children, 1a remark, at the end of 
twenty ar er Yale if you are not of 


- the ſame opinion; and ſhould 1. not be in 


a ſtate to recall to your mind your duties, 
do not forget to thank God for having fa- 


miliarized you, through me, with the de- 
. © erees of his providence, at a time wah 


could not fathom them yourſelves. 
The deſtruttion of the Spaniſh fleet, in- 
. ſtead of impreſſing the minds of the people 
with the juſtice. of the Almighty, in whoſe 
72 n alone is the deſtiny. of man, inſpired 
| chem 
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them with the fooliſh and ſuperſtitious idea 
that, Columbus was a magician, and that by 
his art he bad raiſed this tempeſt in order to 
be revenged upon his enemies: Or how, 
faid/ they, © would it have been poſſible 
that the only veſſel which caped ſhould | 
be that which had his property on board?? 
Columbus with juſt indignation quitted 

a a coaſt that had refuſed him a ſhelter in ſo 
heavy a calamity, and, with his veſſels in a 
very ſhattered ſtate, ſteered weſtward for 
the Continent. <1 
This voyage was inde Sas. many 
dangers; at length they reached an iſland 
called Guanaia, not far diſtant from the. 
Coaſt of Honduras. There, my children, 
(pointing it out on the u ) is the conſy and 
near it the he. 
Having caſt Wachs he ſent his . 
| ee with ſome men to recon- 
noitre the country. On approaching the 
ſhore, they perceived a large canoe. con- 
ſtrukted far more mechanically than any 
* had yet ſeen among the ragen, It. 
E +. | was | 
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was of FO PREY length, eighteen feet 
in width, and had in the middle an awn- 
ing of palm leaves, ſo that it muſt in 
ſome meaſure have reſembled the gondo- 
las in which we ſometimes take our plea- 
ſure on the 4 Nerv. Under this covering 
were ſeated ſeveral women and children, 
beſides whom they counted twenty-five 
men in the canoe. 

They endeavoured to join from: which 
was executed without much difficulty, 
though the Indians were armed. On exa- 
mining the cargo of this canoe, they found 
ſome mattreſſes, a kind of ſhirts without 
fleeves made of cotton, ſome other arti- 
cles of clothing, and a fort of mantle for 
the women. They had alſo large wooden 
| ſwords, the edges of which were made of 
ſtone, let into a joint, and rendered firm 
by a kind of thread and roſin; hatchets of 
copper, and different utenſils of the ſame - 
| metal. e food was ſimilar to that of 
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the natives in Hiſpaniola, except that their 

drink was a kind of beer made from 
boiled maize. They had alſo a good ſtore 
of cocoa nuts, which being their repreſen- 


tative of coin were proportionably valued. 
This was the firſt ſpecies of money that 
Columbus had diſcovered among the In- 
"Mii, © 0402s 7; STE ET 
I I muſt not here forget an obſervation 


| reſpecting theſe ſavages that will give you 
pleaſure: they appeared to have a due 


ſenſe of modeſty ; which praifeworthy de- 


corum of manners cauſed them to cover 
the parts of the body which decency re- 
quires to be concealed. The Admiral, 
pleaſed with theſe people, treated them 


with the utmoſt kindneſs ; exchanged Eu- 
ropean goods for ſuch of theirs as he wiſhed 
to obtain, and at length diſmifſed. them: 
well pleaſed in their canoe. He however 


detained on board his own. ſhip a old 


man, who appeared the moſt: intelligent of, 


dhe party, and who made no ſeruple to re- 


main with him. His intention was to ob- 


. tain: 


* 


| g 2 . riches which he was aſſured were 
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tain from "TOM what information he could, 


and to uſe bim as a kind of inter- 
preter with the ſavages he might hereafter 


meet. This old man informed him, that 
towards the weſt there was a great country 
where gold was to be found in large quan- 
tities; and plainly made him comprehend 


by his ſigns, that the inhabitants there wore 
- _ crowns of that metal on their. heads, as 


alſo rings on their arms and legs, and that 
they decorated their houſehold furniture 


with it. On being ſhewn ſame; coral, 


fpices, and other valuable articles, he al- 


ſured them that the country he mentioned 


abounded in them. Need I tell you he 


meant the rich country of Mexico? 


However great the inclination of Co- 
lumbus's men to procure theſe treaſures, 
he had a wiſh beyond them; it was, to attain 


wle end for which he made the voyage, and 
- to diſcover the paſſage he had ſuppoſed 
io de ſituated near this ſpot: therefore 


without deliberation he relinquiſhed. the 


{o 
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fo near him, and, deaf to the murmurs af 
his crew, ſteered caſtward,. veering rn 
the coaſt of the main land.” _ 


The Mother. This laſt trait of charakter 
proves Columbus truly great. To have it 


in his power to enrich himſelf, yet to uith- 
ſtand it in order to fulfil his duty, and, in 
ſpite of the murmurs of his companions, 
to be uſeful to the world in preference to 
himſelf, cannot be too much commended. 
Oh, my children! ſhould any of you here- 
after encounter ſuch a trial, 3 you aft 
with equal nobleneſs of mind! 


Nie Father. 1 am convinced they will | 


do ſo, my dear: I think I may venture to 


promiſe for them. If I did not judge thus, 
I would pray to heaven to remove us from 


this world before we vitneſſed their firft 


diſhonour. My dear children, I hope, 


will remember my councils, and ſhun every 
ſpecies of diſgrace; and rather prefer to 


paſs through liſe poor and deſpiſed, than : | 


for a ſingle moment to forfeit: their honour 
and duty. Should intereſt ever prompt 


0 
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them to a mean action, they will ſay to 
themſelves, ©. Qur father warned us to be- 
ware of this; and he well knew what is 


good for man below, and to procure: his 


everlaſting happineſs hereafter. He had 


no motive but our welfare, and we will 


follow his precepts.” Will you not think 


- thus, my dear young friends, and endea- 
vour through life to ſtifle all evil propen- 
| ities, and to act with rectitude and unble- 


miſhed honour ?. 749 
The children threw. their arms around 


| their parents, the elder ones exclaiming : 
Should we diſgrace ſuch a father, we myſt 


be nne indeed: 


1 DI SALOGUE- XVI. 


Tu E Father. Cohinbuifolloving his firſt 


intention, ſteered eaſtward towards the 


" «an of Honduras, in ſearch of the Strait, 


which 
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which the ſavages had informed him! be 


would really find in that direction. 


ther? 


Tune Father. Not Ane They 0 


had miſunderſtood each other. Colum- 


bus had ſhown. them the drawing of a 


ſtrait, which they had miſtaken for an 


iſthmus, and under this, ſuppoſition they 5 


had directed him to that of Darien. Dur- 


vered that the natives were far more ſa- 
vage than thoſe they had before ſeen. 
They were entirely naked, and ate their 


meat and fiſh raw, without the leaſt prepa- 


ration. Their ears, by the weight of the 
ornaments they vore, vere lengthened to 


their ſhoulders; and their whole bodies 


were indented with fire in figures of elks, 


lions, and other animals. The moſt con- 


liderable among them were diſtinguiſhed 


by cotton caps of different colours. Some 
bad their faces painted black, others red, | 
and: dome of divers colours; others had - 


"IR only 


1 


ing this voyage on the coaſt, they diſco- 


Jula. They had then deceived him, fa- we 
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only their lips, noſtrils, and eyelids ſtained; 


The holes pierced through their ears were 
o large, that an hen's egg might eaſily 

have been paſſed through them. Colum- 
dus named this part of the coaſt La Coſta de 
las Oreas, in reference to the remarkable 
ears of the natives. From hence he pur- 
ſued his voyage, though but flowly, hav- 


Ing continually to ſtruggle againſt contrary 


Winds and (currents, until he reached a 

promontory, where the land trending off 
to the ſouth gave him an opportunity of 
| proſecuting his voyage with a trade wind. 
Never forgetting to attribute every fortu- 
nate event to the Giver of all good, he 
named this cape Sen Dine Look for 


: e ere 2 


Some days after, blving caſt anchor 1 


4 on the coaſt, ſeveral canoes filled with 


armed natives attempted to prevent their 
landing, until perceiving that they were 
4 pacifically inclined, they approached them 
with confidence, and offered to ſell their 

r which conſiſted of different 
8 kinds 
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kinds of weapons, as bows, ſpears made of 


a black, and hard wood, and. pointed with - 


fiſh bones, alſo; clubs,. &c. cotton, and 
ſmall gold ornaments which. they wore on 
their necks. | The: Admiral preſented them 
with ſeveral European trifles, refuſing any 
thing in exchange —a compliment that di 
not appear to pleaſe them; and as the,. 
ſhip's company alſo. declined gaing on 
ſhore, they appeared to conſider it as a 
want, of confidence in them: they there- 
fore deputed an old man of a reſpectable 

appearance, and tuo young girls with gold 
plates on their, necks, to go on board Co- 

lumbus's veſſel. The old man carried in 
his hand a ſort of banner, doubtleſs as a 


token of peace: and being introduced to | | 


the, Admiral, they were bighly pleaſed; with 
their reception; for, after entertaining them 
with great hoſpitality, he ſent, them back 
with a preſent of clothes, and ſeveral arti- 
cles that had attracted their attention 

The brother of Columbus ging on 
more the next day, ſaw all the axticles-that- 


. Y 


had been preſented to the natives piled to- 


gether i in a heap: doubtleſs theſe poor peo- 


ple did not like to accept preſents without 
making ſome return. On his landing he 
vas received by two of the principal of the 
natives, who each took him by the arm, 


and invited bim to fit with them on the 


_ graſs. Don Bartholomew did as they de- 
fired, and by the aſſiſtance of his interpre- 
ter aſked them divers queſtions, ordering 


his ſecretary to take down their anſwers in 


writing. But they no fooner ſaw the pens, 


papers; and inkhorn, than ſtarting up they 


fled, with all thoſe that had accompanied 
them, with the utmoſt precipitation, The 
ignorance and ſuperſtition of theſe poor 


people cauſed them to imagine that the 
materials for writing were implements. of 


forcery, which were to be employed to do 
mem injury. This ridiculous idea was 
not eradicated without ſome trouble, nor 


vould they again approach tlie Spaniards un- 
til they had, according to their own opinion, 


ſecured themſelves from the magic art of 
"I LF? | the 
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| the ſecretary. The means they uſed were 
as follows: they threw towards the Spa- 5 
niards a certain powder, which raiſing a 
ſmoke, they blew it towards the ſuppoſed 
magician to prevent his charm taking 
effect. Bartholomew after this accom- 
panied them to their city. What he there 
ſaw moſt remarkable was a large building 
of wood, which ſerved as a burial-place. 
He found in ſeveral of the tombs bodies 
enveloped in cotton cloth, one of which 
was embalmed. Over each of theſe ſepul- 
chres was a board carved with the figures 
of beaſts, or the effigies of the Sed 
with the native ornaments. 
The Admiral, the next day, in a. to. 
- procure what information he could, enter- 
tained ſeveral of the natives on board his 
veſſel ; when their companions, concluding: 
it was only to obtain ranſom for them, 
ſent deputies with two young pigs, requeſti- 
ing the releaſe of the priſoners. Colum- 
bus made them at length underſtand that 


their nen were not captives, and 
$3 * | | | ; | ſhould 
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Gaal eſe: back in ſafety hon Tan-: 
| ſomy he then purchaſed their pigs, and 
ſent them on ſhore perfely ſatisfied. 

_ the. deck where they had put 3 
hogs was a wild cat of a grey colour, and 
in ſize as large as a young greybound, It 
had been taken by one of ihe ſailors, after 
having one of its paws cut off. This ani- 
mel is as quick in its movements as a ſquir- 
rel, and in a ſimilar manner jumps from 
tres io tree, ſometimes ſuſpending iuſclf 
from the branches. by the tail. The pigs 
no ſooner {aw this creature, than with the 
utmoſt fear they endeavoured to eſcape; 
one, however, was ſtopped and given to 
the cat, who. immediately twiſted her 


©. tail raund his ſnout, and with her fore- 
1 paws on each fide of its throat would infal- 


 Hhly baue killed it, had it not been taken 

from her. It is ſaid that in Spain the 
. wolves uſe the ſame means to diſpatch 
their prey. After ſome few days ſail the 
Admiral caſt anchor at the mouth of a 
river, and ſent ſome ſoldiers to the ſhore, 
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but a multitude of the natives oppaſed their) 


landing; more than a hundred entering. 


into the ſea as high as their middle, pre- 
ſenting their lances, founding a horn, beat. 


ing a kind of drum, throwing water at the 


Spaniards, and ſpitting: chewed herbs. at 
them in token of hatred and diſdain. The 


Spaniards had received orders to behave 


Vith the utmolt moderation; and in conſe⸗ 
quence, after a ſhort time, a more paciſio 


communication took place, and the ſavages 


entered into a traffic with them, by which 
they procured ſixteen pieces of gold of the 


value of x50 ducats in exchange for a few. 


bells. Would men in general behave; as 


the Spaniards did in, this inſtance, how ; 


many ſorrous and mixfortunes would they 
prevent! 


It certainly vill 8 Sony ks | 
we meet with people on, whom reaſon_has 
no power, and that our endeavours far 
peace will fail in their. effeg. It is then, 


doubtleſs, juſtifiable to take meafures to 


ſecure ourlelves ſrom miu; ar inuten 


* 
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by employing violent means. In this cafe 
we ſhould be particularly careful to guard 
againſt ſuffering reſentment to degenerate 
into paſſion and vengeance, and to reſtrain 
it within the bounds of a juſt and honour- 
able defence. Of this Columbus has given 
us a proof which may ſerve as an example. 
Ihe very next day the favages appeared 
to conſider the patience with which the 
Spaniards had received their inſults as 
marks of fear and timidity, and therefore 
gave full rein to their petulance, ſo much 
© that, when the ſhip's boat endeavoured to 
reach the ſhore, they attacked them with 
their zagays, or long darts. The Spani- 
ards could not now avoid ſhewing them 
that they neither wanted courage nor 
ſtrength to defend themſelves. Columbus 


_ - therefore ordered a cannon to be fired; 


. which cauſed them to fly in the greateſt 
precipitation, more particularly as one of 
them was alſo- wounded by an arrow from 
the veſſel. © The Spaniards then landed, 
but did not purſue the runaways ; on the 
ya.” - 2 ene 
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contrary, by amicahle ſigns they entreated 
them to return: an invitation they at length 
accepted, convinced that the ſtrangers did 
not unprovoked wiſh to do them injury, 
though they poſſeſſed ample. means. t 
length they laid down their weapons, re- 
turned to the ſhore, and changed hits - 
plates of gold for European goods vithout 
the leaſt hoſtility, _ -- 
Columbus, after taking jnformayion. af 4 
the nature of the country, its ſoil, its inha- 
bitants, and produAQions, ſet ſail, and con- 
tinued to ſteer along the coaſt, ſtill hoping 
to diſcover the ſtrait he was in ſearch of. 
In this courſe he at length reached a bay, 
which formed a ſpacious and ſecure har- 
bour, near which the Indians had built a 
town, which was very populous, and ſur- 
rounded with well cultivated lands. Cos 0 
lumbus named this ſpot Porto Bello, on - 
account of the fine harbour. 40h 


„ teu OJ 


The inhabitants of this town appeared 
very p poaceably inclined; they brought fine 
| en proviſions to. the ſhips, willingly, 
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exchanging wen for nails, needles, bells, 
and other "commodities of the ſame 'Tort. 
Eight miles farther; Columbus reached the 
ſpot where the town of Nombre de Dios now 
ſands. You will find it on the map. The 


bad weather obliged him to remain ſome 
days in this place, which time he employed 


in repairing his veſſels. - At length he ſet 


fail, but was again prevented from pro- 
ceeding by the ſtormy! weather, which 


obliged him to put into a ſmall Fay which 
* named EI Retrettee. 
The natives at firſt appeared very fami- 


lar; but the imprudent condu of ſome of 
ine ſailors ſo greatly exaſperated them, 


that, truſting to their numbers, they pre- 
1 for a general attack, with a defign, no 
| doubt, of gaining poſſeſſion of the veſſels. 
_ The Admiral had alternately recourſe to 
gentlenels and threatenings, to engage them 
to remain praceyble, but in vain ; and find- 
ing all other means unavailing, he ordered 
fome' cant to be fired with powder only, 


wry that the noiſe would elarin/and, 
. EI. 5 ** ere 
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diſperſe TER In this" he. was WEI "6% 
miſtaken; for, obſerving that they received 
no injury, they decame only the more dar- 
ing, expreſſing their derifion by loud cries, * 
ſtriking the trees with their clubs, and other 
actions, to ſhow how little they feared the 
noiſe of the artillery. | 
Columbus was then neceſſitated to or 
them it conſiſted of ſomewhat more than 
merely noiſe, and therefore ordered a can- 
non with ball to be fired againſt a billock 
| where a number of them were aſſembled. 
The effect of this ſecond ſtroke ſoon con- 
vinced them of the dreadful power of the | 
thunder they had contemned, and firack 
with horror and diſma ay they fled i into the . 
fest. 1 
Thbeſe Indians were the handfomeſt of any 
they had yet ſeen, being vell-ſhaped and of | 
a good ſtature. There was in this port a 
number of large alligators, which came on > 
ſhore to ſleep, and emitted a ſtrong ſcent i 
of muſk, They were cowardly when at= 
- tacked, 
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_ tacked, but uſed their utmoſt kill to ſur- 
priſe any one in order to devour them. 
Columbus at length deſpairing to find a 
paſſage from the Atlantic Ocean into the 
South Sea, and being alſo continually de- 
tained by the bad weather, reſolyed to re- 
turn, and ſteer for a land called Veragua, 
where the ſavages had informed him there 
_ vere many gold mines. Look for: it, ſome 
: of you, on the map. 
| A dreadful ſtorm that laſted . Kal 
Ip added to a great ſcarcity of food, rendered 
this navigation both dangerous and toil - 
ſome. All the proviſions that remained, 
_ after being eight months at ſea, now con- 
ſiſted of a little biſcuit, ſo ſpoiled by the 
heat and moiſture. of the climate, that no- 
thing but the moſt extreme hunger could 
force them to eat it: it was, literally ſpeak- 
ing, alive with maggots, ſo that thoſe who 
were obliged to have recourſe to it ſeemed 
rather to ſwallow a maſs of inſects than 


t bread, and took the precaution to eat it in 
the 


* 
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the dark, in order to avoid ſeeing the . 
_ diſguſting morſel with which they were 
. obliged to alleviate the cravings of nature. 


From this example, my children, you may + 


furmiſe to what dreadful extremities hun- 


ger may reduce men, Heaven be N 
you hitherto have known it only by name. 


At this time the veſſels were ſurrounded * 

a great number of ſharks. 

_ | | Charlotte, Excuſe my interrupting you, 
father ; but, pray, what are ſharks? ? 

FJoln. They are ſea monſters. Do you 


not remember the account of them when 


we were reading natural hiſtory? _ ©. 
Charlotte. It is ſo long ſince, that I have | 
forgotten, © ©, 
' The Father. Relate; my ſon, wha, you 
recolles reſpecting tem. 
John. Willingly. In che feſt place 
they are very large: ſome are ſaid to be 
from twenty to thirty feet long; their bo- 
dies are very thick, and their mouths are 
monſtrous, being armed boih at che top 
and bottom with three rows of or with 
Vox. 11. N * N 


/ 
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which they can eaſily at one tap bite off 


an arm or a leg: added to this, they have 


ſuch prodigious ſtrength in their tail, that a 
ſtroke from it will break a limb, and even 
ſometimes kill a man on the ſpot; 
Frederic. WIR A | dreadful monſter it 
| muſt be, brother! 
Nie Father. It is alſo very voracious; 
en ſo much ſo that it greedily ſwallows 
whatever preſents itſelf, even to iron hooks 
and hatchets that chance to drop from the 
veſſels. I have read an account of the 
corpſe of a ſailor, which was thrown over- 
board wrapped in a large piece of coarſe 
cloth (as is the cuſtom at ſea, where they 
. have no other means of burial), being found 
entire in the belly of a ſhark which the 
crew had taken the tay following. The 
fleſh of this creature is dad taſted, and 
ſmells of oil; notwithſtanding which the 
African negroes eat it with great pleafure, 
and, in order to render it more delicious, 
|  - expoſe it to the ſun for ſeven en 121 
3 until it 1 to ink and 9 


. 
* 
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{Charles How naſty it muſt be! 
Ne Father. The ſuperſtitious ne | 
eme Columbus regarded the appearance 
of, theſe ſea monſters as an evil omen; yet 
their fears and diſguſt at lengthigave way to 
hunger, and they fed heartily upon them 
in preference to their nauſeous biſcuits, -., 
Ferdinand. But how did they contrive 
to take them, father? : „ 
The Father. Nothing more eaſy. Their 
voracity makes them an eaſy prey, and 
leads them, as improper paſſions do man- 
kind, to their deſtrudtion, As they ſnap 
at whatever is thrown from the veſſels, the 
ſailors only put a piece of red cloth on a 


large hook fixed to an iron chain, and 


row it into the ſea, and they are certain 
to catch theſe gluttons, who eagerly ſwal- 
low it, and by means of the chain are drag- 
ged into the veſſel. One was taken by the 
crew of Columbus's; ſhip and when: cut 
open there was found in his ſtomach a lire 
turtle, which when releaſed from his pri- 
fon walked. upon the deck. In another 
| F 2 5 ſhark | 


— ——— — 
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iS p was, that the inhabitants, inſtead of living 
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mark they found the head of one of its 
. own ſpecies, which the ſailors had thrown 


overboard. © From this circumſtance you 


learn that they will even devour each 


other. But ſurely we have talked of ſharks 


Fo fong enough for this evening ; to-morrow 
ve will return to Otros. 5 | 


- 
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| TEE Father. Before they reached Vera- 


gua, ſo extolled for its gold mines, Colum- 


bus was frequently obliged by the bad wea- 
ther to caſt anchor on different parts of 


the coaſt in order to ſhelter himſelf from 


the ſudden ſqualls of wind. 
In one, of thefe ſpots where he chores! 
a particular circumſtance ſtruck him; it 


On 
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on tho ground, conſtruted their houſes in 
the air. 
Frederic. 1 wonder how they managed 
| wi 
Tie Father. Much in bi Gan manner 
as it is ſaid Queen Semiramis formerly 
conſtruQed her gardens. You remember 
that account? Do you not, Frederic ? - 
Frederic. Oh, yes, father 1 the MR 
eden at Babylon. 

The Father, Well then, i in the fe: man- | 
ner as theſe gardens are reported to have 
been conſtructed on terraſſes ſupported by 
arches, \ were the huts of theſe ſavages 
ereted on the branches of great trees; ſo 
that they might truly be ſaid not to dwell 
on the earth, but like birds in the air. 
_ Charlotte. What e be their” reaſon © | 
for this? 188 5 

- The. Father. Perhaps FO did not think: 
themſelves ſafe. on the ground ; they might 
dread inundations, wild bealts, or the a 25 

of enemies. 
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| Charles. 1'vonder how they mounted up 
to their houſes. * 

Tie Father. By ladders, which hey "OR 
up after them ; thus e ne thendleſves 
Tom intruſion. ' 19.3 

© Theophilus, They were cunning, how: 


ever, father. 


The Father. At length Columbus e 


Veragua, to the great joy of bis compa- 


nions, who already anticipated the treaſures 
they expected to find there. They caſt 


anchor at the mouth of a river, to which 
the Admiral, in compliment to the day, 


(being Twelfth-day,) gave the name of 


Bethlehem; but being informed, that by a 


few days ſail up the river they would reach 


the reſidence of their King, Who was called 


| Quibio, he determined to proceed. Co- 
lumbus ſent his brother Bartholomew firſt 
with fome -manned boats, to compliment 
his I ndian Majeſty; who was no ſooner in- 


- formed of his arrival, than he came to meet 


Dim with * kindneſs, 


0 
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The next day the King reſolved to pay * 
viſit to the Admiral, who received bim 
with the diſtindtion due to bis rank; and 
making him a preſent of ſome European 
baubles, bis friendſhip was entirely ob- 
tained. In the mean time Bartholomew 
had cautjouſly informed himſelf of the, ſitu. 
ation of the gold mines, and, with ſome of 
his men, went to examine the ſpot. Near 
the roots of the great trees he found ſome 
gold duſt, and no farther' proof was neceſ- 
fary to convince bim that the foil con- 
tained abundance of that precious metal, 
Aſter carefully colleQing ſome ſcattered. 
grains, they returned to the Admiral with 
the agreeable news of their:ſucceſs. _, 
The deſigu Columbus had conceived of 
forming a. colony. in this country was 
ſtrengthened by this event, and he imme 
diately gave orders for ſome dvellings to 
be conſtructed near the mouth of che river. 
This work was carried on with ſuch dili- 
gence; t that in a a ſhort time the houſes were: 
RR eee completed. 
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completed. "They were. built 0 wood, 
and covered with palm leaves. - «1 
Columbus choſe, in order to form this 
colony, eighty men from his crew, appoint- 
ing his brother the governor. He alſo 
furniſhed them with weapons and tools ne- 
ceſſary ſor their defence and labour; toge- 
cher with a large quantity of fiſhing-tackle, 
as there were great numbers of fiſh both 
near the coaſt and in the river; and 
among others a kind of pilchard, or an- 
chbovy of a moſt exquiſite flavour; and 
vhieh the natives caught in a manner which 
I muſt relate to you. Theſe, fiſn, when 
ey are purſued by any other, leap out of 
the water, and lodge themſelves on a dry 


| g 5 ſpot until the danger is paſt z when they 


middle of their canoes with palm leaves, 


and, as they croſs. the river, make a loud 
noiſe with their oars to alarm ihe fiſh, who 
taking their uſual leap miſtake the canoe 
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for land, and thus are caught. All being 
arranged, Columbus was about to depart 
for Spain, when he learned, to his great 
aſtoniſhment, that the King Quibio, jealous 
of the eſtabliſhment the Europeans had - 
made in his country, had formed the pro- 
je& of burning all the dwellings they had 
ereted. He conſulted with his brother 
how to avoid this misfortune ; when: both- 
were of opinion, that the only means to 
prevent the attack, was to ſeize upon the 
perſon of the Cacique - a reſolution that 
had the moſt fatal eonſequen ce. 
Don Bartholomeu engaged to put this 5 
plan in execution, and acordingly, with at | 
good number of ſoldiers, repaired: to tbe 
town of Veragua, near -which on a, lonely 
bill ſtood the dwelling of the Cacique. 
As they approached; Quibio ſent ; them © 
word that he would come and meet them * ; 
upon which Bartholomew, taking only ve 
men with him, left the reſt, with orders 10 
follow. at a diſtance until they heard the 
| nn of a muſket 1 when they; were 08 8 


4 
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| haſten. end ſurround the Cacique- 5 
. dwelling, and prevent any perſon from 
making their eſcape. The Cacique, un- 
ſuſpecting the evil that threatened him, ad- 
vanced to receive his viſitor, and found 
himſelf in a few moments a priſoner. The 
 fignal/ was given, the dwelling was ſur- 
_ rounded, and * Haan u ere of their 
maſter's fate. op 
Some 9 _ Children. What "ſhameful 
: treachery! ” ane 

n Filther. nk my children; 1 Got 
perfectly agree with you, and would wil- 
Uingly, if it were poſſible, efface from the 
history of our friend Columbus, in many 
reſpetis ſo noble and diſintereſted, this diſ- 
e er ſtain upon his charaQer. 1 
Henry. The Cacique, father, had firſt 
given the offence, and he only meant to 
ſecure himſelf from bis deſigns. 
Me Father. That is true, my boy; but, 
pray what right had the Spaniards to make 
a'fettlement in his OY" N eh * 


. e Wy 
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11 Henry. They did wrong in that 
Nie Father. Undoubtedly they did: for 
who can attribute it as a crime to à ſove» 
reign to. expel ſtrangers, whom. he thinks 
dangerous to his ſubjeas and kingdom? 
Henry. It can be no crime, father. 
\. The Father. Where then was the, great 
injuſtice the Spaniards complained. of, and 
which authorized them to violate the ſacred 
laws of hoſpitality ? All that can be ſaid in 
this caſe to excuſe Columbus is, that he 
perhaps bad a good intention in founding 
this colony. Under the direction of his 
brother, he perbaps hoped. to civilize the 
natives, and teach them the worſhip. of, the 
true God; that his deſign in ſeizing ihe _— 
King was perhaps only to enter into ſome _ 
negotiation for the ſecurity. of his people, 
and to endeavour to gain the ſriendſhip of 
Quibio, . If ſuch indeed were his motives, 
ve muſt allow they were praiſeworthy;s - 
but the means which he uſed to accom. | 
 pliſh::them. were nevextbeleſy unjuſt, and 
: ee in the utmoſt degree of 4 man of = 
| | oy To „ n 
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_  fenſe and humanity. Thus much for his 
motives.” Whatever they were, this pre- 
cipitate action involved him in a number 
ol diſagreeable events, hat concluded only 
with his Or and thoſe 1 . relate to 
R von. | | 
- Their. ci hs ee was put 
into the boat, in order to be conveyed to 
the veſſel, with his hands and feet bound, 
5 and faſtened againſt the ſide. It was dark; 
and he complained ſo heavily of the pain 


he endured from his hands being too ſtraitly 


tied, that one of the party looſened him 
from the boat, hut uſed the precaution of 
letting him reinain bound; notwithſtanding 
wich be leaped oveiboard, dragging the 
guard who held him along with him, and 

by favour of the night eſcaped all purſuit. 


| How he managed 10 ſwim with his hands 


and feet bound is difficult to be conceived 
- by us Europeans,'who have little {kill in 


54S art with-even all our limbs at liberty. | 


_ * » The rapacity of the Spaniards made this 
e a pretence io ſeize upon whatever 
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belonged to the Cacique, imputing his eſ- 1 
cape as a crime. His dwelling was pil- 
laged, and the gold they found, amounting 
tothe value of three hundred dueats; ſhared 
among them, reſerving a fifth for the King 
of Spain. Quibio in che mean time pre- 
pared to take vengeance upon his op- 
prefſors, and, when leaſt expeſted, having 
traverſed thick woods, with his people 
uttering hideous yells, fell upon the colony 
with a ſhower of heated arrows, with which 
wmmhey hoped i0 ſet fire to the combuſtible 
roofs of the newly ereded dwellings. The 
diſtance, however; prevented this deſign 
from taking effect, and an obſtinate combat 
enſued, which muſt have ended in the de- 
ſtruction of che colony, had not the cou--- 
| 


rage and ſkill of 6..wolomew ſaved it; 
for with a ſmall number of his men he re- 
pulſed the enemy ſo ee eee _ 
8 length he put them to flight. 
Ĩ he Indians loſt many men in this en- 
counter. On the ſide of the Spaniards one 
man vas killed, and 8 were. woundedy | 
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among them was Bartholomew, who was 
ſtruck with an arrow in the Romach: the 
| wound was however not mortal. SL 
It vas hoped that this defeat Ae have 
deterred the Cacique from any freſh hoſti- 
| lities. But they. miſtook his charaQer z he 
| became//doubly. furious againſt. them, and 
appeared reſolved on yengeance; ſo that 
dhe colony muſt, doubtleſs, have fallen a 


_ . victim/to/ his reſentment, had not the ſet- 


lers unanimouſly declared that they would 
ſooner truſt themſelves to the fury of the 
waves in the ſhattered veſſel that was left 
them, than remain in a ſpot where they 
ſhould be daily expoſed to the vengeance 
of a cruel and implacable enemy. Co- 
lumbus, informed of all that bad paſſed, 
was therefore obliged to relinquiſn his un- 
dertaking, and ordered them to come on 
board; a command they gladly obeyed, 
reaching his veſſel in a boat moored be- 
tween two canoes, for the fhip that was to 
be left for their uſe was fo dreadfully ſhat- 
_ _ it was 3 better than a 


. 2 wreck; 
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wreck ; it therefore was left Kong and. | 
the other three ſet (ail. 7700 
The Admiral's utmoſt deſire was now to 
be able to make the iſle of Hiſpaniola in 
his crazy veſſels, for it was not to be ſup-- 
poſed that they could ever reach Europe. 
But even the very elements ſeemed to 
conſpire for the deſtruction of this great 
navigator. He was aflailed with conſtant 
hurricanes, which were rendered yet more 
terrible by the ſtorms which are frequent 
in thoſe climates, and which agitating the 
ocean to its very bottom, toſſed the veſſels 
with ſuch furious velocity, that the crews 
became bewildered with fear. In vain did 
Columbus endeavour to enforce every 
meaſure that his experience ſuggeſted 
they were deaf to his orders, or, if attended 
to, the general perplexity prevented theit 
execution. Thus one of the ſhips periſhed, 
and the two that remained were ſo leaky, 
and had made ſo many feet water, that the 
| t n of the crews, who laboured © 
| conſtantly | 


* 
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. conſtantly at the pumps, eould ſcarcely 


keep them afloat. 
In this diſtreſſing fieaation Columbus 
Beese for the iſle of Cuba, in hopes of 


being able to make the moſt neceſſary re- 


pairs to his veſſels: but this intention was 


ſpeedily fruſtrated; a freſh ſtorm araſe 
when he was in ſight of the coaſt, and ſoon 


threw him at a conſiderable diſtance. In 


this tempeſt, the two veſſels ſtruck againſt 


each other with ſuch dreadful violence 
that the crews of both erpetted to ve in- 


ſtantly overwhelmed. * 


N otwithſtanding this extreme danger, it 


pleaſed the Almighty to prolong the toil- 
ſome life of Columbus, and to exerciſe his 
fanitade: by freſh trials. 


The joints of the ſhips, however unex- 


4 pedtediy, had withſtood the ſhock they had 


received; and as they in the mean time 


ä 


bad gained the coaſt of Jamaica, the 


Admiral ſucceeded in running his veſſels 


. at the * moment they were on 
| the 


— 
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the point of finking. / By this fcilful- ma- 
nœuvre he ſaved his own life; en alſo 
thoſe of his companions. | AST 


Henry. Poor creatures! But 2800 ok 
they get from * thence when tow had no 


Wien <2 
Nie Father. That care Colin leſe to 
Providence, contenting himſelf in fulfilling 
thofe indiſpenſable duties the eine dan- 


ger required. e ls 


It was now totally out ig ths queſtion to 


think of -refitting the veſſels, as: they were 


ſhattered beyond all repair; yet it was of 


the utmoſt importance to the Admiral that 


they ſhould not go to pieces, as two power« 


ful reaſons made him conclude: that it was 


better to ſtay with his unhappy companions 


on the wreck, than to venture to reſide on 


ſhore. Firſt, he was in greater ſecurity; 


againſt the attacks of the natives; ſecondly, 
he could more eafily. prevent his people 


from inſulting or ill treating them, as their 
ſriendſhip in the preſent criſis was of the 
_ ytmolt importance to him. He ordered 


EE 


, 
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ther veſſels,” therefore;: to a as 


much as poſſible; erefted ſheds upon the 
decks for his men, and ſtrictly forbade any 
one to go on ſhore without permiſſion. 


A number of Indians ſoon came on 


board]; and as by order of Columbus they 


were very Civilly treated, they ſhowed the 


atmoſt confidence and affeion for the 
ſtrangers, bringing proviſions in abund- 


ance to barter for their European gewgaws. 
Wb great ſatis faction they received a ſheet 


of tinſel ſor two geeſe, a loaf of maize they 


gave for a glaſs bead, and what they held 
in the higheſt eſtimation wer rn . 


I with for a bell. 


Among the many debibejatiogs; Colum- 
1 held with his friends how he ſhould 
peared feaſible: which was, to inform the 
Governor of Hiſpaniola of their diſtreſs, 
and to entreat him to ſend a veſſel to take 
mem on board. But the queſtion was, how | 
to convey the intelligence to him; for they 
1 not even a ſingle boat remaining, and 

1611 | from 
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from Jamaica to Hiſpaniola was a diſtance 
of above thirty leagues, as you ſee upon 
the map. This was a difficulty hard to be 
ſurmounted; yet een at Wen 
overcame it. . 

Columbus had by his cautious | i 
oemtitely conciliated the friendſhip of the 


natives, that they conſented to ſell him two * 
of their canoes.” It muſt be confeſſed that 


they were poor veſſels; not even deſerving 


the name of boats, being only the trunks 
of large trees fimply..made hollow in the 
rougheſt manner, and at moſt only proper 
to ſail along the coaſt, as the ſmalleſt guſt 
of wind would overſet them, or the ee 

WAVE overwhelm tem. 
Notwithſtanding all the dilidvanidees 
attending ſo long à voyage, in ſuch miſera- 
ble barks, among the companions of Co- 
lumbus were two men ſuffic ientlycourage- 
ous: to offer to hazard their lives for the 
ſafety of the Admiral and his unfortunate 
men. One was named Mendez, the other 
: Fieſkt ; 


-- 


4 
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_ Fieſki; the firſt a Spaniard, the ſecond. a 
_ Genoeſe. E 


It is with pleaſure, my dear children, 
that I mention thoſe brave men to you; 


their courage, and attachment to the com- 


mander under whom they ſerved, render 


heir names worthy of being handed down 
- to. poſterity, and remembered with honour. 
Each embarked in a ſeparate canoe, ac- 
companied by fix Spaniards and ſome na- 
tives to work the oars. It was agreed, 
that if they ſhould be fortunate enough to 
reach Hiſpaniola, Fieſki ſhould return and 
inform the Admiral, while Mendez ſhould 
proceed by land to St. Domingo to per- 
form his buſineſs with the Governor. 
Thus they departed wich the : warmeſt 
 - wiſhesof their friends for their ſafety; but 
after having ſteered for forty-eight hours 
| the courſe that had been preſcribed them, 
and ſuffering the moſt intolerable heat, 
" they began to fear that they had miſtaken 
he courſe, and etered the main fea be- 
r | . 1725 
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yond Hiſpaniola. You may eafily ſur- 
miſe the alarm this cauſed them, and more 
particularly as they had already conſumed 
all their ſtock of freſh water, and were 
equally exhauſted with drought and fatigue. 
Some of the poor Indians fainted and died; 
while the ſurvivors, conſidering their deaths 
dut as a prelude to their own, gave them- 
ſelves up to deſpair. The only relief they | 
could procure was to fill their mouths with! * 
ſea water to cool their parched tongues; but 
this temporary relief only the more in- 
creaſed their thirſt. In this terrible ſitu- 
ation a gleam of hope at length 'beamed - - 
on their deſponding minds. It was night, 
and as che moon roſe they perceived an 
elevation which they knew to be a rock. 
This fight made them conjeRure- that they 
were near ſome iſland; a hope that inſpired 
chem with ſtrength ſufficient io work their 
oars to reach it. At length they attained 
it, but, alas! found only a barren moun- 
tain, apparently deſtitute of the ſmalleſt ne- 
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eeſſary either to eat or drink. What a 
dreadful diſappointment l 
They notwithſtanding left their canoes, 
and walked over this iſland, or, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, this maſs of ſtone, with the 
moſt poignant deſpair in their hearts. I 
muſt here digreſs, to obſerve how errone- 
ous it is to give way to deſpair. Even 
when all human reſources appear to fail, 
how frequentlyis the handof the divine Pro- 
. vidence ſtretched out to help us, at the very 
moment we leaſt-expeR it, and moſt need it! 
Who would have judged, my children, that 
Gad had deſtined this fame mountain to fur- 
niſh what alone oould preſerve them from 
periſhing? And yet it was immediately ſo. 


_ "The hollows'of the rock were full of rain 


water, as clear and freſh as if taken from a 
river, 'The diſcovery of this bleſſing was 
unfortunately not received with the mode- 
ration it ought: parched with drought, 
they ſwallowed ſuch quantities, that ſome 
died: in conſequence, and all were greedy 
e GT: | 8 diſor- 


— 
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diſordered. - Of the firſt mentioned many 
fell dead on the ſpot; the ſecond wereafter- 


wards attacked with fevers, conſumptions, 


and dropſies: ſo true is it, my.children, that 
exceſs of the beſt and moſt wholeſome 
things may be converted into poiſon, and 
that the imprudence of man frequently 
turns the bleſſings of heaven into a curſe. 
No twithſtanding the moſt preſſing want 
of our adventurers was ſatisfied, yet the 
dread of hunger ſtill remained. Fortu- 
nately, on the ſhore of this deſolate ſpot 
they found ſome fiſh which the waves had 
thrown upon the coaſt; and theſe ſufficing 


to remove the eravings of nature, the con- 


duQtors reſolved to remain during the heat 


of the day, and take ſome reſt, and in the | 


A evening- re- commence their toilſome voy- 


age, uncertain whether they ſhould ever 


reach the object of their purſuit. | Here 
we will leave them, my dear auditors ; to- 
morrow I will let you know the event of 
their labours. 
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"oi number of the Children exclaim, Oh, 
dear, dear, father, at leaſt tell us whether 
the poor fellows ever reached Hiſpaniola. 
© The Father. Why, ſurely, you would 
not be cruel enough to wiſh me to diſturb 


theſe poor men, who are jult taking. a mp | 


after their fatigues? 
ee. 28 5 _—_ but 0 15 
us. | 


aki: then, they embarked, and, after 
baving rowed all night by the light of the 
moon, landed at length, to their inexpreſ- 
fible joy, on the weſtern coaſt of Hiſpa- 
niola. Are you ſatisfied ys my young 
friends? i 
The Children. ' Oh, yes, father. 
The Father. Well, then, good night. 
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Tus Father. Let us now, my children, 


as we. have ſafely landed the two noble 


fellows Mendez and Fieſki in Hiſpaniola, 
return to Jamaica, and ſee how our friend 
Columbus has, paſſed his time, My heart 
vhiſpers that perhaps we may ſoon loſe 
him. Let us therefore make much of the 
interval he has to remain with us. 


#. i 4 


Theophilus. I hope he is not going to die, 


father ? 


Charlotte... If I thought he was, I wa 7 


I ſhould run y before 1 heard _ 

more. 

Frederic. And os ſhould I. 92 
The Father. ReluQtance is vain, my dear 

children : we cannot fly from the will- of 

Heaven, nor reverſe the decrees of the Al- 

We. IL. - G.: - mighty. 
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8 mighty.” Thus, inſtead 'of repining at the 


death of thoſe we love, it is beſt to hold 
ourſelves prepared for ſuch events, that we 
may ſupport them with fortitude, and ſub. 


mit with becoming relignatian. - 


Day after day the crews of the veſſels 
caſt. their anxious looks towards the coaſt, 


from whence they expetied Ficſki to re- 
turn with the agreeable neus that his com- 


panions had ſafely reached Hiſpaniola. 


. Alas! their eyes were ſtrained in vain: 
Fieſk1 did not arrive; and the unhappy 


crews were plunged i in deſpair. They had 


55 no doubt but that the two deputies had pe- 


riſhed i in their hazardous attempt, and all 
-hope of deliverance expired with them. 
This idea overwhelmed them with ſorrow: 


but this was not all; as uſual, they con- 
ſidered Columbus as the author of their 
common. miſery, and curſed the hour when 
they committed themſelves to the direQtion 


of fo bold an adventurer, who was 'pre- 


wo deſtined to involve all in ruin who joined 
bis 5 e with com- 


9 1 
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ET" and uſeleſs imprecations, an incli- > 


nation to revolt began to ſhow itſelf, and 


the death of Columbus was ſworn among 
them. Indeed, this great man, who had 


eſcaped ſo many dangers, was,on the Point 
of falling a victim to the blind fury and 


murderous deſigns of his ſubalterns. He 


was confined to his bed with the gout, 
and A, number of his crew. were alſo ill; 
the greater part of thoſe in health had 
joined the conſpiracy, the chiefs. of which 


were two brothers named Porras. . In this 


ftuation the elder of theſe miſcreants came 
to the Admiral's bed, and inſolentiy de- 
manded the reaſon. why he did not return 


40 Spain. Columbus, with his uſual for- | 
bearance, replied, that however great bis ö 


deſire was to return, it was now impoſſible; 


but that if be, or any of his companions, 
could point out che means, he would wil- 


lingly, liſten to them. Nay, wore, i it was his 
intention to call together all his officers, 10 


"uw them on the ſubject. This anſwer, | 
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however reaſonable, made no impreſſion 
on Porras, who replied, that there was no 
longer time to loſe in conſultations, and 
that for bis part he wiſhed to ſail immedi- 
ately. Let thoſe among you,“ added he, 
| addrefling the crews that had aſſembled, 
« who mean to join me, now declare them- 
ſelves.” | | 
This queſtion was the 1 for a gene- 
ral revolt ; the greater part of the men im- 
| mediately crying out, We are ready to 
follow you.” Columbus, though diſabled 
with the gout, and exhauſted with repeated 
vexations, at this inſult leaped from his 
bed, with che view of forcing the mutineers 
back to their duty ; but his attendants, who 
vith reaſon feared they would murder him, 
withheld him, as they alſo did his brother 
Bartholomew, who, armed with a pike, 
. ruſhed: among them. The revolters then 
ſeized upon ten canoes, which the Admiral 
"had purchaſed of the ſavages, and em- 
0 barked in them; a fight which ſhook the 
2 ; 


of rectitude. The. rebels ſteered towards 
the eaſtern point of the iſland, in order to 
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fidelity of the few that had us firm 


to their duty, and the greater part eagerly 


entreated to join them. 

Columbus, his brother, and bis ſon Fer- 
e were ſpeQators of this vexatious 
ſcene, and beheld themſelves abandoned 
by all but the ſick, who were unable to go, 
and their few faithful domeſtics. Colum- 


bus having called theſe around him, in the. 


more energetic manner thanked them for 
the proof of attachment they had given 


him,. exhorted them to continue in their | 
duty, and. to fix their thoughts upon a 

Tpeedy termination of their ſorrows, through 
the means of Him who has promised a e 
compenſe both in this world and in the 


next to thoſe who ſtrictly purſue the path 


make for Hiſpaniola, rending the air with 


1 their exclamations of joy, and every time 
they landed, during this navigation, robbing 
and ill treating the natives; at the lame time = 


telling them, that as the Admiral was the 
TOY, i G3 FT, bole 


* 
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| fole cauſe of what they did, they muſt apply 
to him for redreſs; adding, that if he did 


"not make amends to their ſatisfaction, they 


were welcome to kill him, It was thus 
they endeavoured to embitter the minds of 
the Indians againſt their betrayed and 
much injured commander; and at length 
having overpowered a number of theſe poor 
ſavages, they obliged them to embark with 
them to work their oars, ang A og put 10 
ſea, 

They had bardly made four HY 
when the ſea became ſo agitated from a 
contrary wind, that their miferable boats 
began to fill with water. In, order to 
| lighten them, I ſhudder with horror to re- 
late it, theſe monſters did not heſitate to 
murder ſome of the defenceleſy Indians, 
and to throw them into the ſea; a fight 
which made others leap from the canoes, 


firack with terror and deſpair, fwimming 


round them and crying aloud for mercy. 


endeavou red 


" 
r 7 ů * 1 3 „ py 


Nut, barbarhy unparalleled? when theſe un- 
happy — exhauſted with ſwimming, 
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# 


endeavoured for an inſtant to relieve them- 
ſelves by catching hold of the canoes, theſe | 
European fiends, can you credit it, my chil= 5 
dren? cut off their hands, and left them to- 
- periſh miſerably! Not leſs than ſeventeen 
were thus barbarouſly ſacrificed ; and in all | 
probability not one. would haye eſcaped, if 
the Spaniards, deſpairing of being able to 
| proceed, had not formed the reſolution of 
returning to Jamaica, and on this account 5 
kept them to work the _— i 
I᷑ it be poſſible, my children, efface this EF 
horrible relation from your memories ; 
or, if you cannot, whenever it may in- 
trude, deplore the diſgrace that humanity 
has ſuſtained by ſuch monſters bearing a 
human form; wretches deſtitute. of Mey, 
ſentiment that ennobles man. 755 
Columbus's conduct in this diftreſs. was 92 55 
equally as great as in his former trials. His 4 
fortitude never forſook bim. Though ö 
ill himſelf, with truly paternal care he con: 
ſidered the neceſſities of his people, and 
Wa the, beſt meaſures in his _ power f for 
8055 T2. eir 
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their, recovery. Heaven ſeconded his 
deligns, for in a. ſhort time he had the 
ſatisfadion to ſee all his invalids reſts. 
liſhed. 8 

Freſh difficulties however attended him; 
the Indians, who hitherto had ſupplied his 
people with proviſions, began to dread leſt 
theſe voracious ſtrangers meant to fix their 
reſidence among them, and ſhould devour 
all the produce of their lands. This ap- 
prehenſion, added to the bad treatment 
they had experienced from the rebels, 
Filled their minds with fear and hatred 
againſt the Europeans, and made them ſud- 
- Gy deſiſt from ſupplying them with pro- 
"viſions, 

The Knowledge and che Mahl of 
Columbus, even in this dilemma, furniſhed 
2a reſource. By his ſkill in aſtronomical 
calculations he knew there would ſpeedily 
be an eclipſe of the moon, and' took. advan- 
tage of this circumſtance to bring back the 
natives to their former ſentiments of re- 


en * beheyalenee, which he did as 
1. follows: ; 
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follows: By means of a ſavage that he had | 
brought with him from Hiſpaniola, heco 


vened the chiefs of the natives, informing , 


them that he had ſomething to communi- 
cate of the utmoſt importance; and on 
their being aſſembled, by means of his in- 
terpreier he addreſſed them to this pur- 
port: That himſelf and his companions 
vere men who ſerved the God that created 
the heaven and the earth; the God. who 
protected the good and puniſhed the wick- 
ed, and would not fail to puniſh them, if 
they continued to refuſe to ſupply his wor- 
ſhippers' with food for their ſubſiſtence. 
To prove the truth of what he averred, 
even that very evening they would ſee. the 
moon riſe with an angry aſpeR, and of the 
colour of blood; from which they might 
judge of the puniſhment that hung over 
tbem, if they did not haſten to Jopply: the 

Europeans with food as. hefore. 30 4 
2 This prediction was at firſt a ſubje&. of 
 getifion to. che ſayages 4 but when in, reality | 
the moon aroſe as Columbus had foretold, 
"1: WG 5 SABRE and. , 
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und they ſaw the darkneſs oveeſprend it, 


their ridicule gave way to univerſal terror. 
Crying and howling they ſought Colum- 
but, and entreated him to intercede with 
- his God, that the challiſement that threat- 
ened them might be removed, and they 
would faithfully promiſe, never more to 
N let the Spaniards want food. 


Columbus, on theſe combat Pes 
to do all in his power, and retired to his 
cabin until che time when be knew the 


5 eclipſe would begin to decreaſe; when re- 
turning to them, he bid them not make 


themſelves uneaſy: « Since God,“ ſaid he, 
« ſees with pleaſure that you have changed 
your conduR, he will not puniſfi you for 
the paſt; and to prove his pardon, the 
mon will ſpeedily put off her angry ap- 
1 reſume her uſual luſtre. 
This new prediktion being accompliſhed 
by the termination of the eclipſe, the na- 
tives praiſed the Gad of the Chriſtians, 
auch provided athply for the man who had 
 antiounced bis will to ther in ſo marvel- 
14 . jous 
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lous a manner. Well, my children, what- 
do you-think of this? Was it right and 
prudent of Columbus thus to vork hea a 
i ignorance of theſe poor folks 7 
None of the children replying.their K. 
Pak continued: What ſay you, Jobo? 
| Will you not give me your-opinion? 
John. Certainly, father, The Scion 
| eg undoubtedly be prudent; but for. 
right indeed, I cannot think it. | 
Tue Father. And why fo, friend jahn? 1 
Pon. 1 don't very well underſtand” 
hon to explain wy meaning; yet I think the 
rvame of. Gon. R never be Ke to a 
The Faller. Ta that caſe Think as. 8 
as; yet I know not whether from che ſame. 
wann; e . give -me 1 
Je. N father, we may 1 
ea; into erroneous opinions 35 „ 
Tie Father, 'Yoo- are right; my ben 
Younll know of how much i mne it 
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is to baveaguſt and true idea of the Divi- 
nity. The erroneous opinions of weak 
minds is ſuperſtition: thus, what Colum- 
bus on this occaſion made the Indians be- 
lieve, deſerves that name, and vas calcu- 
lated to lead them into error. We cannot 
therefore approve the condułt of Colum- 
bus; yet ſurely if ever a fault, blameable 
in itſelf, deſerves to be excuſed, this does. 
17 80 ſaw himfelf and his people reduced to 

the greateſt. extremity; and though the 
idea he impreſſed was erroneous, yet it in- 
culcated into the minds of theſe ignorant 
men the exiſtence! of -a God; and by that 
means diſpoſed them in future to receive 
better inſtructions. If any palliative can 
be found for his deception, it muſt be this. 
As eight months had paſſed ſince the de- 
| parture of Mendez and Fieſki, no doubt 
remained but that they had periſhed; an 
event that reduced the companions of Co- 
lumbus to deſpair, and gave riſe to the 
idea of abandoning their chief, and joining 
the . who <a their- ins 
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my 


tion chroughout the ne ae bre 5 
pine and violence. AAS. 
But at the moment ſe en were 
on the point of putting their deſign in exe-- 
cution, they were agreeably ſurpriſed by -_ 
the ſight of a ſmall European veſſel, which 
caſt anchor at a ſhort: diſtance from the 
coaſt. The commander ſoon landed, and 
brought to the Admiral a letter from the 
Governor of Hiſpaniola, a caſk of vine, 
and two flitches of bacon; which he had 
no ſooner preſented, than, re- entering his 
boat, he ſoon reached his veſlel, and ſet 
ſail. The letter he brought conta, 
thing more than ſome unmeaning 2 
ments. Doubtleſs. you cannot gueſs, an 7 
more than did the crew of Columbus, the 

meaning of chis ſudden ener | 
muſt therefore explain i it to you. N day - 
che Governor of Hiſpaniola,: W e 3 
have already ſpoken of, deſired nothing 
more than to ſee Columbus, vhoſe our” . 
he uſurped, periſh in his diſtreſs; for he 
feared, that ſhould e to return to 
eh * 3 | * e Spain, 
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Spain, be would again ſolicit to be rein- 
ſtated as Vice w Weſt Indies; in 
which caſe . eme loſe- his go- 
vernment: he 2withed to learn 
- the real ſituation of the man whom he ſo 
ſincerely longed to get rid of, could he 
effect it by retarding yet ſome time 
longer che veſſel which was to be ſent for 
his deliverance. Thus ſay ſome hiſto- 
rians, in accounting for the ſudden depar- 
ture of the deputy as ſoon as he had exa- 
mined into the diftreſs/ of the Admiral. 
Obers allege a leſs criminal motive: 
Bk lay they, feared that the wreck of 
Coltmbas's hips was only a pretence, in 
order that he might return to Hiſpaniola, 
and re- eſtabliſh himſelfs by ſorce in the 
therefore ſent a ſpy; to be exactly informed 
of the truth. Lou are now at liberty to 
adopt which of thoſe eee | 
nne mee? 
Some of: abe Children, een father. 
INI * ſo? Nt 

99 s 


— ä i." — 
. 


—— 
— —— 
——UU— — ̃ ̃ — ——•u—ͤ 2 
: 


w - 
1 
. 4 
T 's 
& > 2 


— 


ge 135 7 


Ruy. Becauſe we have it only upon 
conjeQure, thay CH was ſo deſpicable 
a charafter; and in doubtful caſes you 
have ever taught us to believe the you in 
preference tothe evil. i ann 

Die Father. Very e 1 | 
principle, my fon, and you will never res 


pent having adopted it, ſhould you even = 


0 ſuppoſe your fellow ereatures better than $4 
you in reality find them. E had rather be 
miſtaken ten times in ee h 1 a ſin- 
33 e 445 N 
— as it is ſaid, ſuſpeBted that 


from his e the: e that preyed f 
upon him, and the deſperate ſituation to 
which he conſidered himſelf reduced. A- 


the veſſel ſo ſpeedily ſeuing ſail was, that 
it was ſound 100 null to receive theirief- 
. wee eee, . 


N 


formed his companions\that the reaſon O 
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| Spain, he would 'n, meat ſolicit to be rein- 


which caſe . eee loſe his go- 
vernment: he we wiſhed to learn 
- the real fituation of the man whom he ſo 
 &incerely longed to get rid of, could he 
. Þeffe& it by retarding yet ſome time 
longer che veſſel which was io be ſent for 
| his deliverance. Thus ſay ſome hiſto- 
rians, in accounting for the ſudden depar- 
ture of the deputy as ſoon as he bad exa- 
mined into the diſtreſs of the Admiral. 
Mibers allege a leſs criminal motive: 


Fo 


* N Way they, feared that the wreck of 

_ Columbus's mips was only a pretence, in 

- order'that he might return to eee 

and re- eſtabliſu· himſelſ by ſorce in the 

fituation he had been deprived: of; be 

merefore ſent a ſpy; to be exaQtly informed 

of the truth. Lou are now at liberty to 

ad dopt which of thoſe eee eee 

ne do you give the preference? 
Some of the Children, ee fer. 
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Henry. Becauſe ve have it only upon 
was ſo deſpicable 
a charaſter; and in doubtful caſes you 
have ever taught us to believe the good wel 


conjeQure, that C 


n evil. i aan 


' The Father. Very well to ans | 
peiticiply; my fon, and you will never re- 
pent having adopted it, ſhould you even 


ſuppoſe your fellow: ereatures better than 


you in reality find them. E had ratheribe- 
miſtaken ten times in ede (5h a'fin- 
jr bara che other! 27: t 
is a. faſpoitod: that 


— bus, as it 


fuming; therefore; an air of ſerenity, he in- 
formed his companions that the er 


the nen i- We- ren mb 
an dons my 


bed chac Mendes and Firs bd hppl T 
"I wr. 
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. — FRY e that preyed f 
upon him, and the deſperate ſituation to- 
which he conſidered himſelf reduced. N 
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reached Hiſpaniola; and had orders to 
procure, on his acm, a veſſel capable 
of conveying them all, and which would in 


ov ſhort time arrive. Columbus had in 


reality obtained information of the two 


brave men who had devoted themſelves to 


the ſervice'of their companions. You have 


already heard chat they arrived ſafe in 


port. The reaſon that Fieſki bad not re- 


turned was as follouvs: 

5 Notwithſtanding he had oa a Were 
. fever in the rocky iſland where they had 
ealt anchor by the way, yet faithful to his 
promiſe, he was anxious to return to Co- 
lumbus, in order to inform him of the ſuc- 


ceſs of the 'enterpriſe ; but he found it im- 


poſſible to perſuade a fingle- man among 


his comrades to attempt a ſecond time ſo 


: dan: gerous a voyage. 'Entreaties and threats 


were! equally! unavailing; and be was 
*obliged;:however! contrary to his inclina- 


tion, to actompany the reſt to St. Do- 


- : „ = 


-mingo; where joining his ſolicitations to 
Pu ang * ad entreated the 


13657 Saen 
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Governor to ſell him a veſſel, that he might 
baſten to the aſfiſtance of his Admiral: but 


the Governor, whatever were his motives, / | 


conſtantly, by ſome frivolous excuſe, de- 


ferred the accompliſhment of this requeſt. 


During this interval Columbus had been 
endeavouring to bring the rebels back to 


their duty, but in vain; they not only per- 
fiſted in their revolt, but alſo demanded of 


the Admiral half of the clothes and other 
effects on board the vrecked veſſels, 
threatening in caſe of a refuſal to enforce 
their requeſt in a more hoſtile manner. 
Their demand being rejefted, they 'were 
preparing to put this threat in execution. 


As Columbus ſtill remained indiſpoſed, he 
ſent his brother Bartholomew at the head 
of his men armed to meet the revolters, 
ordering them however to try the moſt 


conciliatory conduct before they had re- 


courſe to harſher meaſures. Bartholomew 


ſerupulouſly obſerved, theſe commands, 


once e mofe offering a ee but 
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the rebels, who regarded this overture but 
asa proof of weakneſs and timidity, replied 
only by, a commencement of hoſtilities. 
Six of them had engaged upon oath to 
confine their attack to Bartholomew util 
they faw him fall; but, with the ſame in- 
repidity he always poſſeſſed, he repulſed 
them ſo vigorouſly, and was ſo well ſup- 
ported by his men, that he gained a com- 
plete victory. Some fell by the ſword, 
others were made priſoners, and the reſt 
Hed. "Among the priſoners who were put 
un ĩrons, and taken on board, was the leader 
of the rebels, Porras, whom Bartholomew 
had ſeized and diſarmed at the tiling ex- 
e a wound in his hand. 
Thoſe who had fled, ſpeedily after. the 
| defeat, ſent to ſupplicate the Admiral's par- 
don, who, more ready to forgive than re- 
-venge, readily yielded to their entreaties. 
Thus, contrary to all hope,: tranquillity 
was again re-eſtabliſhed. . All returned to 
EK all were pardoned except the 


rage rs 
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8 of the mutiny, who were kept in 


| irons in order to undergo the fate * 1 
juſtly deſerved. 
During this interval Mendez 0d F 1eſks 


had not ceaſed to importune the Governor 


of Hiſpaniola for a veſſel io fetch their 


Admiral from Jamaica. For a conſiderable 


time he put them off with vague” excuſes; 
but at length fearing he ſhould meet re- 


proofs from the Court of Spain for his 
_ negleR, he conſented that they ſhould pur- 


chaſe a'ſhip. Thus was Columbus's dif- 
treſs relieved at a moment when he leaft 
expetted it; a corroborating proof, my 
children, that we ſhould never deſpair, 
even though earthly hope appeats Joſt; but, 
relying on the affiftance of our Creator, 


perſevere in our duty to the laſt extremity. 
Thus did Columbus, and thus may we act. 


ſhould it ever be neceſſary to exert Gar | 


yn" in a ſimilar ſituation! 256K 
The purchaſed veſſel en n 


Jamaica where Columbus bad for a whole 
e . 3 


— 
* 
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year been enduring. repeated trials and vex- 
ations, You may cherefore readily believe 
how joyfully the whole party e, | 
| and failed for St. Domingo. 

In order to conceal his baſeneſs by mean 
a deſpicable ſervility, the Governor re- 
ceived. Columbus with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed bonours; yet while his lips flat- 
tered the man whom his heart deteſted, he 
could not entirely reſtrain the rancourx he 
internally felt, and which ſhowed itſelf in 
2 manner highly inſulting to his gueſt. 
be leaders of the mutiny, whom the Ad- 
miral was taking with him to Spain in or- 
der that they might be tried for their miſ- 
condutt, he commanded to be ſet at li- 
berty; and even threatened thoſe who had 
temained faithful to their commander, with 

4 ſevere inveſtigation of their conduct. 
Columbus had patienily ſuſtained 1 too 
er vexations to ſink under this; and 
haſtening to leave a country which he ap- 

£ Tu to have diſcovered: only to ovet- 
whelm 
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whelm him with unhappineſs, he ſet ſail for 
Spain as ſoon as two veſſels could ah * 
pared for his departure. | ys 
In this laſt voyage he e * 
ſame fate which the impenetrable decrees 
of Providence had ever deſtined to purſue 
him in all his enterpriſes; he was overtaken 
by moſt dreadful ſtorms, which ſo entirely 
damaged the veſſel in which he had em- 
barked, that it was obliged to return to Hiſ- 
paniola ; and a more than common ſtock of 
courage and {kill was neceſſary to proceed 
on the voyage in the other, as that had 
alſo ſuffered ſeverely in the tempeſt: it 
had loſt both main and fore-maſt, and had 
received conſiderable damage in its hull. 
Notwithſtanding this, Columbus continued 
his courſe, and failed ſeven hundred ſea 
leagues in a ſhip little better than a wreck, 
and after the greateſt dangers reached the 
harbour of St. Lucar in Andaluſi 4. 
And now, my dear pupils, you doubtleſs 
pen to find his misfortunes happily ter- 
| minated. But the hope is vain; for he had lM 
| ſcarcely , | fl 
** + mull. Lord] 
. uA. g 
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| ſcarcely. ſet foot on land, before he was 
appriſed of the moſt melancholy event that 
could have happened to him his firm 
friend and proteQreſs the Queen Iſabella 
was juſt dead. In her be had placed his 
| whole hope of obtaining either Juſtice or 


recompenſe for the. repeated injuries he 


had ſuſtained: and now, alas! that hope 
was entirely deſtroyed ; for he could pro- 
miſe himſelf-no ſucceſs from the ſuſpicious 
contracted temper of the King, who had 
never entered cordially into his views. 
No twichſtanding this ſevere diſappoint- 
ment, as ſpeedily as his health would per- 
mit he repaired to Court, in order to ac- 
quaint the King with the ſucceſs of his voy- 
age, and every occurrence that had hap- 
pened to him. He was however received 
-with the moſt ungracious coldneſs; his juſt 
complaints of the ill treatment he had re- 
cCecived were diſregarded; and his equally 
- juſt requeſt to be reinſtated in his rights 
and privileges was anſwered by pitiful oe 
Rho excuſes. 18 4 


Thus 


COLUMBUS, 


ſo greatly from the Crown of Spain, was 
neceſſitated to devote the cloſe of his la- 
borious and uſeful life to the fruitleſs hu- 
miliation of ſoliciting juſtice from an un- 


juſt judge, and ſupplicating the bare per- 
formance of his rights from a Ring who 
withheld them, until at length it pleaſed 


Heaven to terminate his ſufferings and vex- 
ations. Exhauſted by the numberleſs dif- 


ficulties and ſorrows he had encountered, 


he died at Valadolid in the year 1306, in 
the 59th, or, as ſome anthors ds in 300 
65th year of his age. 


The cloſe of bis life was nd the 


manner in which he had lived; the ſame 


tranquillity of mind and pious refignation 


that he had ſhown in the moſt diſaſtrous 
fituations, did not now forſake him; and 
his care-worn ſpirit appeared joyfully to 


take its flight to the manſion of that Being, 
before whoſe Jadgment-feat pt: Rn } 


ſelves muſt bow. "F643 
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Thus this deſerving man, whohad merited 
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Die Father here made a pauſe, but at length 
| e 


Would A my children, that I 


ſhould deſcribe the perſon and character of 
Columbus, a: as we have received it from his 
hiſtorians? 87 81 


Some of the Children, Oh! yes, 4 1 
Werl 


and animated. In his youth his hair was 


inclined to red, but labour and ſorrow had 
turned it grey at an early period; for his 


whole life was a mingled ſcene of happineſs 


and miſery, of applauſe and diſgrace, of the 


higheſt, honours and the moſt humiliating 


| degradations. His hours of ſatisfaction 


were few and fleeting ;; but ſeldom did a 


day paſs in which he had not to ſupport 
the extremities either of pain, forrow, 0 or 


vexation. 


, x ' 
| He 
— 4 » - 
ny , - 
. # - 
* 
6 - 


Ni Father. Hei is ; reported to . "54S 
tall and well formed, his deportment noble 
and commanding, his face long, his noſe 
aquiline, his compleQion fair, his eyes blue 
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le naturally poſſeſſed: a good conſti- 
tution, and great ſtrength and activity. 
His deportment was eaſy and prepoſſeſſ- 
ing; his manners mild and unaffected; he 
was affable to ſtrangers, humane to his do- 
meſtics, and cheerful with his friends; but 
what I think particularly diſtinguiſhed him 
vas, the fortitude and patience he ſhewed 
en emen [MIATA 
His conduct in all che perilous 3 or 
his life plainly demonſtrates that he poſſeſſed 
an elevated mind, a ſtrong genius, and a pe- 
netrating knowledge: to Which was added, 
à heart that nobly withſtood: the calamities 
that affailed it Few have equalled him in 
prudence and perſeverance, none have ſur- 
7 him in fortitude and patienee. 
Notwithſtanding be bad paſſed ' twol 
thieds-of bis life in an inferior ſtation ot 
he had no ſooner riſen by bis merit, than 
he naturally aſſumed the behaviour propet 
to his rank, and appeared born to com- 
mand; he was diſtinguiſſied by a becom, 
ing graviny;"an> no one poſſeſſed more 
Von. I. 1 . „ 
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| perfealy that impreſſive and porkialive 
. eloquence ſo neceflary to inſpire reſpeR 
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and obedience. He 2 _ n _ 
with energy and effect. | 
He was abſtemiqus in his A. modeſt. in 


his clothing; and in all thoſe expeditions 
that were attended with ſcarcity or danger, 


he willingly reſigned all 3 88 bis 


Geese could not partake. 


In his youth he had carefully ic to 
ſtudy, and therefore ſurpaſſed moſt of his 


cotemporaries; but What more than all 


. renders him wortby our eſteem and emu- 


- Jation, was his unaffected piety and un- 


ſhaken probity, of which he gave evident 
proofs on various occaſions. He was na- 


turally paſſionate; but combating this vice 


by che prineiples of religion, be ſo entirely 
ſubdued it, chat the utmoſt' inſolence and 


repeated affronts of his enemies could not 
pProvoke him to anger. Such was the man 
6: whom Spain was guilty of ſuch flagrant 
:  Injubier, but whoſe-fame will be held in 


wee do the lateſt poſterity, and 
vids 199. ; II ene 


* , 
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excite adrirations in:the hearts of. all thoſe 5 


who properly * ſuch virtue as dig · 


en ee „ l eie 


7 1 , LF a K. : 1 
4 Yi?! (1:3 enen 17 9 32 


Their father, FL 7 and the 50 | 9 
people. for ſome time remained in ae 3 


holy filence, until Charlotte, claſping his 


neck, ſaid, —But, my dear father, is there 
no continuation of this biſtory.? You kiow - 


not how anxious we are on the ſuhjject. 


The Father. Of that I ſhall think at ſome - 
future period; enough has been related for 
this day, therefore I muſt bid TR: in ; 
night. | Ag ors Gon LUSINEL HOME 


54 a. 16 | 131 Tat; ning 


24g 5 


we cli hides — 
young people had eafily diſcovered db 
chers vas ſome relation yet i done 
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148 | 
though they could not deviſe the ſubjed, 
and Sager to ſatisfy a laudable curiofity, 
Charlotte ſaid to her father as they were 
| ſeated around him in the evening, My 
dear Papa, will you be good enough to 
cContinne your narrative a little? We are all 
ſo anxious, that we ſhall: e 2 if 
von do not gratify e 

Ne Father, I ſhould be ſorry enk 
your ref and, as I love to oblige you-when 


| corvusds. 


you have cheerfully fulfilled the duties of 


Wn day, am willing: to reſume. my recital. 
Some / the e ee eee 
Vou, father! wi 

© Others Silence! let my father 11 
T The Father. Columbus being dead, I ſhall 
 Hereaſter relate to you the life of a man 


| who has rendered himſelf uy leſs con- 


biens! in hiſtory... M 
Frederic. Dear father, What vas his 


name? 


"Lhe Father, Patience ; (that 1 ſhall. 1 
255 mention yets L muſt firſt relate to y what 
bappened nn Columbus, un- 


1 til 


21! 


N * 
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til this pee became publicly known; 


Should 1 negle& which, you would nor 
comprehend his hiſtory, I muſt firſt lead 
you back to Hiſpaniola, in order to ſee 


how affairs were ſituated. under the admi+ 


niſtration of Ovando; but I ſhudder, re- 


late, as you will alſo to hear, the atrocious ; 


barbarities committed i in "With ee 0. 
devoted country. | 
Ovando, with HAR; 40 "be Sarde: 
was not a bad Regent. He made ſeveral 0 
viſe regulations, and ſucceeded in re elta 
bliſhing peace and good order in the cor 


lony. By the opening of ſeveral mines he | 


enriched the King, his companions, and q 
himſelf ; and what, has proved of the great- 
eſt advantage to this iſland; as well as to a 


Europe, he introduced the” caltivation" sf | 


the ſugar; cane, the plants 'of which” he 35 


procured from the Canaries.” Happy BY 


„ 


d endure How many millions of pounds 


„tt df? e teme eee of | 
oy Geib eee . e 


„ The Trandator mut differ in wpindos em Mn 


"oy and conſider it as 3 thought; ſor thoſe 115 
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of ſugar have ſince been produced: in hoſe 
climates, where none before that period 
grew; and how many thouſand people 
dave been ſupported by this 5 
| renn of commerce! 
Thus far all was well. But why was it 
1 neceſſary chat a man, who in ſome caſes 
made ſuch prudent regulations, ſhould 
conduct himſelf, towards the unhappy na- 
| tives of this country, as a monſter deſerv- 
ing only the abomination of every mind 
_ ſuſceptible of humanity ? Liſten, my chil- 
dren, and judge * 1 1 . too ſe- 
oy 8 8 0 of him, 4 


' 


1 i 


Hs e Enes enact fly bs pe ü 
petition with the numberleſs barbarities the culture of 


| that plant has occaſioned, any möre than can the luxury 


of Europeans be conſidered of ſufficient conſequence to 
be purchaſed at the yearly expence of the lives of thou- 


funds of their fellow creatures. In the eye of the 


world, the death of a few negroes may be immaterial; 


but in the eye of God, will it not be the death of men 


and brethten, who, however deſtitute of external advan- 

tages, and deficient in the refinements of education, are 
| Ne enn in hir 8 as the Poliſhed European? 
4 N I 1 ; _— . a Not 
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Not content with having ſubdued the 
et owners, and reduced the inno- 
cent inhabitants of the iſland to ſlavery, | 
and with having condemned them to fur- 
niſh a yearly tribute infinitely above their 
ability to collect, he treated them as 
beaſts of burthen, which he could diſpoſe _ 
of at pleaſure: therefore, to render himſelf 
popular with his avaricious companions; he 
gave to one twenty, to another fifty, and to 
a third an hundred of theſe unfortunate 
Indians, with the ſame unconcern as a 
proprietor would diſtribute ſheep or pigs 
among his dependants: at the ſame time 
he gave permiſſion for them to be em- 
ployed as their owners choſe, and to be 
treated according to their inelination. 
In conſequence of this diſtribution, this 
weak and inoffenſive people were ſo inhu- 
manly treated by their barbarous tyrants, 
that the greater part died from fatigue 'or 
other oppreſſive cauſes, and many others; 
Veary of a life ſo replete with wretchedneſs, 
2 ge relief i in an untimely death. > When . 
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Columbus diſcovered ibis country, he 


million, and only fifteen, years after fixty 
thouſand ſouls alone remained. Thus, 
you ſee that in this ſhort ſpace not leſs 
han nine hundred and forty chouſand per- 
ſons had periſhed by Went of the 
e n 1 555 
There was ſtill in the iſland: a dizi, 

| ths inhabitants of which, though they were 
_ tributary, yet enjoyed the ſatisfattion of 


being governed by their own queen. Her 


name was Angcoana; She was the decided 


ttiend of the. Spaniards, and regularly paid 


the tribute they had impoſed upon her ſub- 


Jette. Unhappily, in the diſtrict ſhe go- 


-  verned ſeveral of the unprincipled partiſans | 
_ of Roldan had ſettled; and though received 
and treated by the Queen and her ſub- 
— jetts with the utmoſt kindneſs, yet could 
they not reſtrain their natural propenſity 

to evil, committing repeated acts of injuſ- 
ice and violence againſt the natives, until 
the doing was at yy aue to re- 


prove 
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prove their conduct. This deſerved: e- 
primand ſo highly ;exaſperated; theſe; vil · 
lains, that they reſolved upon reyenge, and 
in conſequence formed the abominable 
project of deſtroying this inoffenſive peo- 
ple. To accompliſh. their purpoſe they 
applied to Ovando at St. Pomingo, ins 
ſorming him that the Queen Anacuana had 
a deſign to revolt, and ſpeedily to free her- 
ſelf from the yoke; of Spaing they here- 
fore counſelled, him io prevent ber, by-ſeiz+ op 
ing upon her reh property, end. terri- 
Aureon ona ae gorbhiy 
eee eee penetration 
es at once to diſcover the dark deſign of 
cheſe wreiches. He well knew the falſehenqd 
of their accuſation; but coveting to poſſeſs 
the wealth and terfitories/of the Queeti be 
Vas vile enough to pretend a belief of this 
accufſation, and took ſteps accordingly- 
T The Queen's power was, however, _ 
to be contemned; her diſtrict Was exien- 
five, and not leſs than three een Ca-. 
ciques were ſaid to be her vaſas. 
H 5 25 Fele. 
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Frederic. What are vaſſals, father > © 
The Father. It is proper you ſhould 
| p_ that, being one yourſelf, - 

. F\ Frederic: II father. NEE Oe 
Nie Father.” "Undoubtedly you are, as 
are alſo your brothers, my vaſſals. Have 


? 5 I not given to each of you a portion of 
Tok ground for a garden? In return for which, 


have you not engaged to dig, ſow, weed, 
or water my garden when I require it? Do 
I not protett you, ſo that no one dare in- 
jure your land, or. take any thing from it 
- vithout your permiſſion? And ſhould any 
of you quit me, or chance to die, ſhould I 
not have a right to take back my ground, 
either for my own uſe or ta give to an- 
cher? Si {1 6 $1991 bs - 
Frederic. nh faked." 18 69 
The Father. I then am your lord. or 
chief, and you are my vaſſals or depend- 
its.” Do you comprehend the, Ne 0 
of the word now, Frederic? el 
Wee e., 00 5 r il 


— 


* * 


© The Father. The Queed Anacoana had; 
as I before informed you, three hundred 
Caciques that were her vaſſals, and conſe- 
quently were engaged to aſſiſt her whenever 
| ſhe required their ſervices. Ovando was 
apprifed of this circumſtance, and conſe- 
quently feared to ſhow his intention by open 
hoſtilities, as his own ſoldiery were greatly 


reduced by the unwholeſome air of the cli- | 


mate: he therefore reſolved to have re- 
courſe to the en mean and en 


1 
With this view he ſent word totheC Queet; 
that, in order to ſtrengthen the bonds of 


friendſhip between her and the Spaniards, 


he had reſolwed to pay her a viſit, with a 


retinue ſuited to her high rank; and ſpee- 


dily after departed for that apparent pur 


poſe, attended by three dana foot "ant. 
ee horſemen. PS Es 
The Queen, far from eters any 
faſpicion of the people to whom ſhe was 
Oy attached, was delighed at this viſit, | 
66 *— 
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anda order to. receive, them with the 
more. diffingaiſhed bonours, aſſembled her 
numerous vaſſals, and prepared to meet 
- the perfidious Ovando. 
On his approach Anacoana, . to 
5 the cuſtom, of her country, received him 
vith ſinging, dancing, and every token of 
- ſatisfaQtion; then conducted him to her 
dwelling, where ſhe endeayoured with un- 
Vearied kindneſs to render every thing 
convenient and agreeable both to Ovando 
and his companions, ordering for ſeveral 
days ſucceſſively a repetition of diverſions, 
which were uſual to the nation. 
O vando teſtified the utmoſt CaixfaQion, * 
5 and at length requeſted the Queen to ſuffer 
| him 30 etertain, her and the Court in his 
unn with an European entertainment. 
This offer was accepied with thanks, and 
we day following the whole Court, as well 
na great numbers of Indians, aſſembled 
| to fee the promiſed diverſions.” Ovando in 
the mean dme retircd, as he ſaid, to make 
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the neceſſary arrangements for the enter- 
tainment, which wa to een en eee 
EE none NR 
He ſoon e 8 wich his 
cavalry, followed by the infantry, who wich- 
out the appearance of deſign; took poſſel- 8 
ion of all the avenues, while himſelf at the 
head of the horſemen, in cloſe ranks, ad- 
vanced towards the place of entertainment, 
which conſiſted of a ſpacious hall ſimply 
covered with a roof ſupported; by a great 
number of pillars, and where. the whole 
Court was aſſembled. The unſuſpecting 
Indians, delighted with this warlike ſpecta- 
cle, teſtified the utmoſt. pleaſure, until 
Ovando gave the appointed ſignal, by la 
ing his hand on a; eroſs which he wore. 
In a moment every ee heels drawn. me” 


e and es entertaivers wh. 
the moſt ſavage barbarity, ſlaying an in- 
nite aumber without diſtinction of age or 
ſex. The Queen was ſeiaed and loaded 
vw irons, and ws ö tied to the P 
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of the bench when, Weöwßlelt che tra- 
gedy, the fiend-like Ovando ordered the 
edifice to be ſet on fire; which being exe- 
cuted, the unhappy victims of bis cruelty 
were conſumed in the flames. 

You ſhudder, my dear children, and wih 
reaſon ; but reſerve a portion of your ſym- 
pathy for the unfortunate Queen, who was 
- Far more to be pitied than thoſe who pe- 
_ riſhed by the fire or word. Like a de- 

fenceleſs lamb in the fangs of a ferocious 
| Wolf, ſhe was dragged by her executioner 
to St. Doiningo, not to ſpare ber life, but 
| in order to lengthen her ſuffering, and to 
give to his barbarity the ſpecious appear- 
_ ance of juſtice. At length ſhe was brought 
10 trial; and without the ſmalleſt proof of 
| guilt, on che depofition of the treacherous 
villains who accuſed her, ſhe was con- 
demned to be hanged; we this yay 


Fe ſentence Was executed. * 


> emotion of 'the wad Sept For Pa 
minutes cat ſed their "arty t Wan Src, ; 
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From this time fear, deſpair, and horror 
poſſeſſed the minds of the Indians, nor had 
any the courage to attempt ſhaking off the 
tyrannic yoke- of the Spaniards, - Queen 
Iſabella, during her life, ſhowed herſelf a 
zealous proteQreſs of ' theſe ' unfortunate 
people, and in ſome meaſure reſtrained the 
cruelty of their oppreſſors; but after her 
death they were left to the merey of their 
unfeeling tyrants. It is true that a worth 
prieſt called Bartholomew © de las 4 
boldly ſpoke aloud in their defence, not 
only in the Weſt Indies but in Spain; but 
the voice of one man crying for mercy on 
theſe ſufferers was eaſily ſtifled by the 
united clamour of their barbarian maſters, 
Vho eaſily refuted the juſt complaints and 
humane reaſoning of Las Caſas' by the ws: 
gots of gold they tranſmitted to Spain. LEGS 
The few Indians their cruelty had let. 
decreaſed ſo vihbly, that they had no 
longer a ſufficient number to work the 
mines; Ovando, therefore, propoſed to the 
King to tranſport thither the inhabitants 
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of the 3 iſlands. „Nen doubtleſs tre- 
collect that ned Aſcavered. chat, on 
his firſt voyage? N 
8 11 Nicholas. P crfogly, * =: | 
Nie Father. Ovando's propoſal was, to 
. tranſport; the natives of theſe iſlands to Hiſ- 
pagiola, in order, as he ſaid, that they might 
more commodiouſly be inſtructed in the 
Chriſtian religion. The King conſented, 
and Ovando deviſed a new artifce the more 
eaſily to entrap theſe innocent victims : an 
artiſice worthy of his degenerate ſoul. 
Some veſſels were equipped with the ut- 
moſt diſpatch, and ſent to the Lucayos, 
where the creatures of Ovando, who per- 
fealy. underſtood: the language-of the: na- 
ves with hypdexitical knavery held aw 
. the following falſehood hea r 80 | 
Indians; „ e onda hoy in on bay aro 
Hearken, good las —_ agree- 
ebe we e bring unto; yu. We are 
juſt arrived ſrom the land of ſouls, where 
- your deceaſed anceſtors lead a life of ſuch 
ee ON: IO it is impoſſible to 
3 + | | The "Ine 


deſeribe it. By us they entrest you t6 
repair, to them immediately, and partake 
_ their | happineſs; io which requeſt if you 
are wiſe, enough to conſent, ve are r | 
to conduct you to them.” 
Thus ſpoke theſe ue pled ag 
| erites,z7 and the Indians, too fimple to ſuſ- 
pect che treacherous plot that was deviſed. 
againſt them, without deliberation ruſhed 
by multitudes. into the veſſels, delighted 
vith the ſuppoſition that they were going 
to be re- united to thoſe who! had been 
moſt dear to mem. ane of _ 


Rus = found theit miſtakes: g Some died 
from ſorrow and vexation, others inade a 
laſt effort to withdraw themſelves from the 
fangs of theſe tigers; among theſe tat. 


mentioned ſome were met and taken up 


by a Spanilh veſſel on the open ſea at the 
diſtance of fifty leagues from Hibs. 
Ties Maas mn trunk of a tree, 


and 
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and endeavouring by the help of their oars 
to regain their native land. (All theiripro-' 
vitor conſiſted of a fe calabaſhes, filled 
vith freſi water, ww ry had hee to the 
trunk. N 
Frederic. Whatis Py ker 
Te Father. - The calabaſh'is the fruit of 
a kee that grows in the Weſt Indies, not 
unlike; our large gourds. Its ſkin is tough; 
but beneath it is a pulpy ſubſtance, rather 
acid, and not unpleaſant to the taſte. The 
. outſide is uſed: by the Indians for ſeveral' 
purpoſes, ſuch as drinking veſſels, diſhes, & c. 
But to return to our narrative. When 
dhe Spaniards diſcovered the poor Indians 
and intercepied their voyage, they bad ft 
_ neanly-reathed their iſland; and their grief 
and deſpair may b} more eaſiſy imagined 
than. deſcribed,” when they found them- 
ſelves again obliged to bend their necks to 
the yoke of ſlavery, from which they had 
eſcaped at the imminent hazard of their 
lives. Artifice was now out of ſeaſon, mw 
| Spaniards had therefore recourſe”! | 


bus 5 | ; 


cotuuν⁰,,,s. 
lence; and thus theſe well peopled iſlands 
were in a Tow” years left without a | fingle 
inhabitant.” Ye r 
Henry. What abominable wretches! Had 
1 lived in thoſe days, I would or devoted | 
1 to puniſh ſuch villainns. 
Tue Father, My dear boy, in all proba- | 
billy you would not have ſucceeded bet- 
ter than Las Caſas, who alſo devoted himſelf 
to the ſervice of the unhappy Indians; 
| therefore let us rather thank God that we 
exiſt in an age when ſuch atrocities are not 
committed. 
las Caſas tried all poſſible means to ſave 
7 the wretched creatures whoſe defence he 
had undertaken; but his kindneſs was un- 
availing, and at length his zeal" ſo bar 
blinded his better judgment, that he in- 
volved in their deſtruftion another ſpecies = 
of men. He adviſed; that for the*moſt . | 
laborious works the Spaniards ſhould pur” 
chaſe 1 negroes from the coaſt of Africa, as 
they were more healthy and rohuſt than * 
| the Americans. "Twi counſel was adopted; = 
| WE 
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and thence aroſe the inhuman praQice 

of purchaſing Daves, , which, at the pre- 

ſent time deprives annually forty. thouſand 
of our negro. brethren of their liberty, 

— happineſs, and often lives. Notwithſtand= | 
ing this, the Americans remain d wretched, 
and miſerable ſlaves... But it is time to 

eopelude for Wehe pee eee. 1 | 
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[ENRY.. Dear father, ſhall we Wa 
moro of Don Hanhdlomons, the brother of 

* lumbus? BINS ii 8 e 
Tie Fathers. I am Jia: you have re- 

| winded me of him; we ſhould not forget 

| theaffliced family of our deceaſed friend. 

Ide eldeſt ſon of Columbus, whoſe name 

ego, ited after” the ne his 
father 


COLUNEvs. ba a 


father that the contract he held from the | | 
King ſhould be fulfilled; demi emanding i it as 


dis right to be acknowledged as Viceroy 


of the Weſt Indies; which was lip | 


lated to be hereditary in bis family. Fer- 


dinand was however equally unjuſt to the 
ſon as to the father, and all repreſenta- : 


tions on the ſubject were fruitfeſs; * At 


length Don Diego commenced an action 


againſt the K ing in the tribunal appointed 


to examine into all American cauſes; and 
let it be remembered, to the immortal glory 
of this Court, that the Judges had the pto- 


bity and courage to decide agdinft the Mo- 

narch, and to declare that juſtice demanded _ 
that the promiſe made to en ne ſhould | 
be ratified to his ſoorn 


een 
1 


the King probably might 


regard to the injunction, had not Don 
Diego found means to ſtrerigthen his leg. 
| Ou el Nee intereſt. 
„ PUB; 1 - Ry IS 


e the Children; f at glut of chr; 25 
3 The Father. n e 
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Raiſed by the decree of the Court to the 
- higheſt rank of the Spaniſh empire, he 
. aſked in marriage the daughter of one of 
„ © firſt lords in the kingdom, and niece 
to the Duke of Alba, and found no difficulty 
in obtaining her. This powerful family 
did not ceaſe importuning the King in fa- 
vour of Don Diego, until at length he was 
compelled t to do him juſtice. Ovando was 
therefore recalled, and the family of Co- 
_ lumbugs, triumphant, over malice and win 
ce, embarked for Hiſpaniola. 1 
. Nicholas. Ah, 1 wild4 Columbus 1 been 
alive to ſee it... 

Ne Father. The foul of the 7 man, 
EN he ſuperior to earthly pleaſure. In 
dhe enjoyment of celeſtial happineſs, ſhould. 

a thought intervene of worldly things, they 
8 muſt be regarded as a dream, or only give 
-,cauſe for rejoicing, / as the ſoul purified 

from the groſſneſs of mortality can only my 

regard ſufferings on earth as the;protimipe- | 

_ ries of bappineſs. | 
-.330f ee by his robe, his uncle, DO 


belle | 2 | Ny and 
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and bis wife, Don Diego departed with the 
utmoſt magnificence ſor Hiſpayiola, where 
he reſided ina ſtyle of Tpletdour propor- 
tionate to the merits of his father. A nüm! 
ber of people of rank and fortune follo ed 
him, and in a ſhort time gave a very differ! 
ent appearance to the colony. Several! ⁵³ 
reſpectable families that at this day flourim 
in Spaniſh: America, are Uelcnduiits ft from | 
theſe: companions of Don Diego 
Let us now examine how the EY 


1 


tories of the Spaniards ere by degrees _ ' 
- extended. So. AFR (FF 4 1999088 . | = | 
| dined of: Ovatids; 6 
man named quam Ponce had aſked perils 
fon to eſtabliſm a colony in the iſland of 
Porto Rico, which vas diſcovered by Co 
lumbus. On obtaining leave he ne failed 
chicher, accompanied by a number of py 
venturers; attratted by the hope of making 
-* their fortunes, as ihis iflarid- GE. 4 | 
abound in gold. MED e e ee 3: 
Ahe natives reſembled; sc of S 

| ue in the mildneſs" of - theirs diſpo⸗ 


G48 2 : ſition. 
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85 Grion,. They, b 
3 hof pitable manner, regarding them as 


5 beings of a ſuperior order; and onelof the 
| Oaciques, particularly ta ſhow'his:venera- 
tion and friendſhip, cauſed: himſelf to be 


ED - immediately named after the Spaniſh com- | 


- ons ene necks e 


Te 


3 


% 8 
— * 
. 
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1 evening entered ihe hu of en 
__ _ exder do requeſt a lodging for: the night: 
bee vas received and entertained with the ut- 
moſt hoſpitaliey, and ihe Cacique nextmorn- 
5 en N ae with him as guides, 


£ # | abt! ; =? 8 b We, * : whom 


= and} by. Weir draglity. and 2 
"ſpeedily undeceived che Indians, who could 
ſcarcely ſuppoſe them men, but monſters, 

- I from tbeir atrocious deeds. In order, 


however, to be aſſured whether they were 
in reality mortal, the: chiefs of this unhappy 
people xeſolved to make an experiment on 
ve af them as ſoon as poſſble; and the 
= Opportonity. was not long wanting. LA 


A young Spaniard who, — 


then iſland without fe⸗ 


| ſtructed how to act. 


\ 
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©: They n e ee eee 
| weak of a river, where one of the Indians 
offered his ſervices to carry him over: 


— 


which being accepted, he took him upon 
his back, but, having reached the depth of, BEL) 1M 
the water, purpoſely made a ſtumble, and. | : | 
threw the young man under him, Where 
With the aſſiſtance of his companions he 
held bim until there were no ſigns of life,. 
and then dragged the bor to the oppoſite, | 
theres. (3-4 unt int: 

N otwicbſtanding 5 8 death, 


115 the prejudice, the Indians had imbibed of, 


the immortality of. the Spaniards, was fa. ._ 
| Rtrong, that they, could not perſuade them 
| ſelves but that he would yet. revive, and 
accordingly aſked him a thouſand'pardons,. _ 
and made as many excuſes for the accident 
that had happened; proteſting, that they 
had rendered him every aſſiſtance in their 
power. Although the body was mp. 5 
bereft of life, they continued with it three 
e II. 8 | "oF Se 77 "oo 
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| days, repeating: their proteſtations, and mo- 
mentarily expecting to fee it revive. At 
length the putrid ſmell, which began to 
exhale from the corpſe, convinced them 
that he was in reality dead; when loſing no 
longer time in excuſes, they haſtened to 
the Cacique with the joyful tidings, that 
the white men were not immortal, as they 
had ſucceeded in killing one! | 
This diſcovery was of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and information was in conſe- 
quence fent to the other Caciques, who 


W unanimouſly reſolved to deliver themſelyves 


from their tyrannical intruders. But, alas! 
Vhat ſucceſs could be expected from a naked 
and unarmed multitude, oppoſed againſt 
experienced warriors, furniſhed with ſwords, 
fire arms, horſes and dogs? It is true that 
they ſucceeded in cutting off about a hun- 

dred that were ſtraggling i in different paris 
ol tbe illand. But this: ſueceſs was dearly 
| cirned, by the total loſs of their liberties 
. far Ponce colle ing his army, 


Weh was Hare * of Kun 3 
diers, 


a 
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diers, purſued the Indians into; their re- 


treats, where thoſe who did not fall by the 1 


ſword, were len and ene 
to ſlavery. 


believe that the Spaniards they had killed 


courage, and trembling they ſubmitted to 
receive the heavy yoke which the cru- 
elty of their tyrants impoſed upon them 


made at Porto Rico, the hiſtorians of that 


day ſpeak highly of the ſagacity and cou- 
rage of a large dog, called. Bezerrallg 


who, as they recount, performed wonder- 


ful execution among the natives, | © He 
could - perfeRly diſtinguiſh,” ſay they, | 
« which of the Indians were friends, and 5 
which were enemies; and ſo ferocious was. | 
wn that On were more afraid of ten Spa- 

: niards 


7 1 I 2 
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During this engagement with 3 natives 45 
ſome reinforcements having arrived from 
Spain, the Indians were ſimple enough to 


were come to life again, and that in conſe- 


quence oppoſition was vain, This ſuper- 
ſtitious idea completely overpowered their 


without mercy. , Indeſcribing the carnage 
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niards) with: this dog, than' of. a hundred 


without him. In order to ingratiate them- 


ſelves with ſo tremendous an enemy, before 


the commencement of -hoſtilities they never 


failed to preſent bim with the ſame portion 


of food, gold, and number of flaves, as they 


preſented to each Spaniard: a circum- 
ſtance hat rendered him very profitable to 
his maſter.” Among other proofs of the 
diſcernment of this animal, the following 
anecdote is related, of which you may be- 
lieve as much or as litile as you pleaſe. 
Some inhuman Spaniards wiſhing to de- 
ſtroy an old Indian woman; who had by 
ſome means diſpleaſed them; ſent her to 
ſome diſtance with a letter, and immedi- 
ately diſpatched the dog after her in order 
to worry ber. The poor creature ſeeing 
him run furiouſly towards her, threw her- 
fell upon her knees, and, holding out the 


letter, ſaid, Ab, dear maſter, I pray your 


greatneſs to ſpare me; Tam taking this letter 
. - from our lords the Chriſtians.” At thefe 
s IT vords (ys our * hiſtorian) the dog 
3 33 appeared 


*% 
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appeared pacified, careſſed her, vagged his 
tail, and turned back without doing ber the 
ſmalleſt injury. But enough, my chil- 
dren, of this unfortunate people. We will 
now turn to other parts of this oppreſſed 
country, As the Spaniards continued to 
extend their diſcoveries and conqueſts, Fo 
ſhall confine myſelf to the moſt conſide-- 
able. The firſt ſtep that Don Diego took. | 
to increaſe his own authority, and enlarge 
_ the poſſeſſions of the King his maſter, was, 
to eſtabliſh at Cubagua, an iſland diſcovered; 
by his father, a colony for the pearl fiſhery. | 
Look on the map there is the land, near 
that of eee on * coaſt f 9 j 
mana. 
Frederic. Do they fiſh for 3 father?” | 
ze Father. Pearls are formed in oyſters | 
and muſcles, that are found. in particular 
parts of the fea, and in ſome rivers, from | 
. . whence they are collected. Some authors: Þþ} 
' think they are produced from. ſandy. con- 3M 
eretions; the effect of a diſorder to which 
5 well fiſh are ſubjett, 2 as Rones ſometimes. 
| 1 1 8. Wie 
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form in the bladder of the buman vas 
Others ſuppoſe that pearls are compoſed of 
nothing more than àa ſuperſluity of the | 
fluid which forms the ſhell,” and that iſſu- 


ing from the fiſh remains in drops, and 


coagulates into pearls. Thus much for 
opinions. The pearl fiſhers, who are uſu- 
ally poor ſlaves, ſtop their noſtrils and ears 
with cotton, and hold in their mouth a 


piece of ſpunge dipped in oil, and by the 


aſſiſtance of a cord are let down into the 
ſes, in order to gather up the oyſters and 
mufeles. It is eaſy to conjeAure that this 
perilous buſineſs coſts many” unhappy crea- 
tures their lives; yet ladies who affeQ great 
_ ſenſibility do not ſcruple to ornament their 

necks and arms at the expence of the lives 
of theſe devoted victi. 

Don Diego thought that the indians; a ac- 
demed to dive and ſwim, would find this 
employment leſs laborious than working 


the mines; he therefore ſent a conſiderable 


number under European inſpectors to Cu- 


bagu 4, where his father had obſerved the 


n 
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Wa to abound in pearl oyſters. The ad- 


vantages which the King, as alſo his emiſ- 
ſaries, derived from this fiſnery were im- 


menſe; but the miſerable Indians who. 


were employed nearly all periſhed, which, 

added to the barrenneſs of the iſland, in a 
ſhort time obliged the GR to remove 
to that of Marguarita. | 


At nearly the ſame period Don „ Diqao: 


took poſſeſſion of Jamaica. Colonies were 
eſtabliſhed there, and the ancient poſſeffors 


vere condemned to endure the ſame op- 
preſſion to which the neighbouring lend: 4 


ers had ſubmitted. 


Diego then turned his thoughts 0 on x Cuba, Ly 


and intruſted the conqueſt to a man named 
Velaſquez, who during the life of 'Colum- 
bus had frequently diſtinguiſhed- himſelf. 
Numbers of people, led by the hope af” 
making their fortunes, - joined in the expe- 


| dition, and landed with eee a the ; 


- N 7 0 part of Cuba. rde 5 


This country was inen under hw * 
nion of a Gacique, named Hatuey, bo to 


. e I 
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eſcape from flzvery had quitted Hi an 
and eſtabliſned himſelf at Cuba. Sworn 
; enemy to the oppreſſors of his country, he 
had for a confiderable time expected this 
intruſion, and therefore conſtantly kept 
ſpies in Hiſpaniola to appriſe him of the 
approaching danger. When informed of 
the miſchief he dreaded, he afſembled his 
ſubjects and allies, and, having communi- 
cated the alarming news he had received, 
entreated and encouraged them to defend 
their liberty, and rather to loſe their lives 
chan fubmit to the yoke of the Spaniſh in- 
vaders. This requeſt ow e 


promiſed to full. 


It is well, my friends, ” (aid Hatuey';. 
BE but if you reſolveto keep off theſe tyrants, 
one thing is ſtill neceſſary. Do you know 


 -what is the cauſe of their coming hither ? | 


It is to ſeek for the God whom they adore ; 
"and if any of you are yet ignorant what 
chat God is, behold it there. Thus ſpeak- 


B ng he pointed to a baſket which contain: 


deemed gold, . them that that meta], 
"B34" Ds which 


\ 
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which was in reality good for nothing, was 
the God for which the Chriſtians expoſed 
themſelves to every danger, and for whoſe 
ſake alone they wiſhed to take poſſeſſion 
of the iſland. Let us haſten therefore, 
added he, © to do honour to this power, in 


order that we may obtain its prote tion.“ 5 


They then began to ſing and dance round 
the baſket; in which devotional act they 
continued, as is the cuſtom̃ of the Indians, 
until the night was far advanced, and fa- 
tigue and | intoxication e them to yy 


On che following 7 2 25 


the fubjea of; their fears, he conceived, "4 j — 
that notwithſtanding the homage they ha 


paid to the God of the Spaniards, there 
would be no ſecurity for them as long ast 


remained upon'the iſland. / Vain,” added 


be, “ would be the attempt to conceal it: 
"ſhould you even ſwallow it, they woulg 1 not 
heſitate to mp you open, and tear out your 


* 


1 | bowels 


" 
- 
„ 


j 
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bowels to obtain. it. Let us, therefore, 
without delay, clear our country of the 


ſtemptation by throwing it into the fea.” 


This plan was unanimouſly adopted, and 


all the gold that could be colleed was 


diſpoſed of according to the advice of 


Hatuey. Notwithſtanding theſe precautions 
they ſoon diſcovered the Spaniſh flag way- 
ing on their coaſt, where Hatury, with 
_ manly reſolution, oppoſed their landing. A 


battle in conſequence enſued ; when the 


army of the unfortunate chief, after a ſhort 
_ reſiſtance, was put to flight, himſelf taken, 


and, in order to intimidate the other Ca- 
ciques of the ſand, NIN" to ve 
. burned alive. kW] - 


Some o/ the Children 3 What denk. : 


fol monſters were the Spaniards! . 1h 
"The Father. He was tied to the ſtake, 


- and the faggots piled round him, when a 


Francifcan friar drew near in order to de- 
ſcribe to him the joys of heaven. Hatuey 


- baving liſtened to him ſome time, aſked, 
"A ON Were any . in that region 


? 00 
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of delights? . Doubtleſs, . repliec me 


Friar; © all thoſe that are worthy.” © The 


| beſt are good for nothing,” returned Has 
| tuey; «.*tis therefore in vain to perſuade 
me; I will not go to a place where there is 
| the leaſt danger of Og: a fingle man of | 
them.” 5 
The Wen death of Hatuey Scand 
ſo univerfal a dread! among the Indians of 
Cuba, that without farther reſiſtance they 
ſubmitted to the yoke of flavery: Thus 
the Spaniards in a few days became maſters 
of one of the molt extenſive and richeſt 
iffands in the world, without the reds Wc 
. fingle man. 8 
During this interval there vere akin 
voyages made to the continent diſcovered 
by Columbus, and the Spaniards began al- 
ready to form ſettlements and enſlaye the 
natives; but of this I ſhall ſpeak hereafter; 
| One remarkable event, however, at this 
period, I muſt not forget. Ponee, who” 


had conquered the iſſand of Porto Rico, 


had frequently heard from the natives that 
e VR 22 540 23, 003 NN 
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_ northward, there was an iſland, in which 


was a fountain, . whoſe; waters poſſeſſed the 


n property of reſtoring youth io 
thoſe who bathed in them. Notwithſtand- 
ing the abſurdity: 'of this fable; it excited 
the curioſity of the credulous Spaniard, 


who without further deliberation reſolved 


to go in ſearch of this wonderful fountain. 


With this intention he left Porto Rico, and 
ſteeted towards the north, on the coaſt of 


the Lucayos, according to the account he 


had heard, until, reaching the twenty- fixth 
degree of north. latitude, he changed his 


- courſe for the weſt, e he ound, to his 


Steg joy- A 


Bleis interrupting bin. The fountain, 


n PT $53 52 * Wh . 


© tain, but. an extenſive and beautiful, coun- 
ny, which, we at preſent know to be part of 
the continent of North America, and to 


Which Ponce gave the name of Horida, ei- 


- . ther fromits blooming and flowery appear- 


* or ee! it was diſcovered on Palm, | 


ws Ah at MA ww OX Wwywu ma Vo ao Fa 


The Taler. Na, Frederic, nos — 
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| Sunday, alluding to the name of that day 
in the Spaniſh language. Thus did a ridi- 


culous tale occaſion a Aiſcovery of the 


gromen importance. 

From this period; the attention of wk 
Spaniards was turned to another- part of 
the world, which till then had remained 
unknown. They had before reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that in the region where the po- 


pulous and rich city of Mexico lies, there 


no one had yet attempted the ſearch. T his 


enterpriſe was however now reſolved upon, 
and a man preſented calculated to be intruſted 


with ſo important a commiſſion, but whoſe | 5 


name is yet a ſtranger to u. 
Frederic. Dear father, what is it? 
The Father. Corrtz :——But enough. | 
for the preſent; I may ſome time hereafter | 
gratify 4 70 with bis en ft r 
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was a country hitherto undiſcovered, but 
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